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'Imternational Reconstruction 


) Msgr. Seipel is right when he says that whereas 
fatholics cannot be expected to take the initiative in 
:volutionary movements they may well be called 
oon to assume the lead when the problem of re- 
onstruction arises. When it comes to construc- 
we work they ought to march in the van because 
.ey are in possession of the fundamental principl2s 
son which international reconstruction must be 
ased if it is to be permanent and secure. There 
danger that liberalistic ideas will determine the 
orientation of international life unless Catholics 
hake serious efforts to gain recognition for the 
bernal principles of right and justice. 
’ The leaven of liberalism is a corrupting ferment. 
has brought untold woes upon mankind. We must 
hake sure that we get thoroughly rid of it and that 
is replaced by genuinely Christian principles. To 
band aloof and to assume an indifferent attitude 
hilst the world is trying to emerge from its chaotic 
ondition would, on the part of Catholics, be noth- 
lng short of criminal. However much Catholics 
lay have become habituated to acquiescence in poli- 
cal and international affairs, it is their duty to 
aake off this lethargy and to take a very active 
art in the rebuilding of the world which is now go- 
ng on. 2 
rticulate. It must make itself both heard and felt. 
Ve must not repeat the mistake we have made in 
e department of economic life. ‘There Catholic 
iscience remained silent and dumb entirely too 
Industrial wrongs would never have reached 
rrible magnitude to which they grew had 
olics been more alert and raised their voices in 
demnation. : 
t present we must not fail to do our duty. We 
eeded in the work of international reconstruc- 
| we must be ready to do our share. It will 
ne courage, because the true principles 
ern life are rarely very popular, and 
‘application to the practical affairs 


ven now t 


Catholic opinion must become vocal and 


blameless in this respect. They also not seld 
It appears, then, that " 


tise Opposition. Still that | 
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his ideas is being recognized. In the January issue 
of The Month he writes: “Industrial relations are 
only one section of human activities, although a 
vastly important one, wherein as Catholics we have 
obvious and pressing duties. Even more incumbent 
on us as members of the worldwide Church is it to 
insist upon the application of the moral law to inter- 
national dealings. Peace abroad should be our aim 
as well as peace at home. ‘This periodical may 
claim to have been fairly consistent in upholding 


—the ideal of peace even in the heat of the war: as 


a Catholic paper, it could do nothing else. Although 
the only justification of the war, as of war in gen- 
eral, was that it was necessary in order to defend 
and restore peace, too many regarded that awful 
necessity, and still regard it, as a means of assert- 
ing national might, of expressing racial self con- 
ceit, of winning markets, of weakening rivals, of 
seizing as much as possible of the material goods of 
the earth; and since these objects are always in- 
definitely attainable, they persist, in the midst of 
peace, in planning and preparing for further con- 
flicts. There are multitudes in every country who, 
as a matter of fact,’ and not necessarily through 
conscious malice on their part, are financially or 
otherwise interested in the permanence of war, at 
least as a feature to be counted on in the inter- 
course of nations. So little has the idea of interna- 
tional co-operation, of judicial arbitration of dis- 
putes, of the universal advantage of peace, of the 
comparative waste and futility of warfare influ- 
enced that portion of public opinion which is vocal, 


that the whole press, except for the most part that 


is professedly Catholic, has reverted to the old idea 


of constant diplomatic duels between the Powers, 
and the papers of 1926 speak the language of a 
dozen years ago.” *) a epee 


Unfortunately Catholic papers are not entirely 


strike an aggressive note. 
there is considerable work to be done among ou 


he. 
£ 
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ourselves with the sentiment of Father Keating 
when he writes: “This, then, is the mentality that 
the Catholic is faced with, looking at the world: 
hardly anywhere will he find an earnest, intelligent 
advocacy of peace on Christian lines; almost every- 
where will he see preparations for war, appeals to 
force, distrust’ of arbitration, accusations of bad 
faith, open international rivalry, and a shrieking, 
sensational press emphasizing every ground of dis- 
pute, and sowing suspicion with cynical irresponsi- 
bility. On the other hand, here, too, as in the in- 
dustrial conflict, he can gather clear and definite 
guidance from his spiritual leaders, Popes and prel- 
ates and theologians. Although the Vatican Coun- 
cil had no opportunity to define authoritatively the 
rights and wrongs of international relations, the 
Church’s lawgivers have in the meantime put be- 
yond reasonable dispute the moral conditions for a 
just war, and her Pontiffs have preached incessantly 
the need and the obligation of counteracting the 
forces—national selfishness, misguided patriotism, 
racial arrogance, imperialism, and the like—that 
lead states into conflict. The ideas of a universal 
League of Nations, and a World Court of Arbitra- 
tion are fully in accord with Catholic teaching and, 
however imperfectly realized at present, they may 
reasonably and rightly count upon Catholic sup- 
port.) These ideas must be popularized and dif- 
fused among Catholics that they may not be misled 
by the clamorings of an unscrupulous jingoistic 
press, which continually urges the nation on to self 
assertion, expansion, acquisition of new markets 
and the conquest of new sources of raw materials. 
These tendencies, if not properly curbed by due re- 
gard for the rights of other nations, must eventuate 
in armed conflict and open hostility. 

In germ the principles of Catholic morality con- 
tain all that is required to build up a code of inter- 
national ethics. Hence Msgr, Seipel urges that 
these principles be studied in their deeper implica- 
tions and applied to the dealings of nation with 
nation. The world, he thinks, will be thankful for 
this work, as it does not know where to turn for 
advice and guidance. The relations of man to man 
are, according to the law of Christ, to be regulated 
by justice, charity and truthfulness. It goes with- 
out saying that these principles must also determine 
the conduct of States towards each other, for States 
are also moral entities and subject to the moral 
order. But in the application of these principles to 
State action differences will arise. ‘The question, 
then, is, how precisely do justice, charity and ver- 
acity apply to national and international politics. If 
these things are accurately known then also a public 
conscience can be formed, for it must be understood 
that a conscience can be formed only on the basis 
of a true knowledge of the law. ‘The task must 
not be underestimated, for it is not so easy to de- 
fine exactly the rights and duties of States. Never- 
theless, we have adumbrations of an international 
ethics in the theologians of the sixteenth century 


and these happy beginnings may be properly de; 
veloped. wa 

For any nation it is a blessing to have in it} 
midst a sane and well informed minority that i} 
alive to the needs of the time and willing to assis' 
in the conduct of affairs, not in a melesonm 
spirit, but imbued with a true desire to help. The 
Catholics ought to constitute this sane part of thd 
community and let the others benefit by their knowl 
edge. If they are alive to their opportunities they 
can prevent fatal blunders and steer the course 03 
public events into harmless channels. It is plait} 
that we must elaborate a code of international law 
not only for our own satisfaction and for a closec 
circle, but for the benefit of the world. Whatever) 
we have in this respect we must be willing to give 
to the world. More than it has been the custom 11 
the past we must work for the public welfare and 
for international amity. The times of seclusion 
and segregation have passed. We and all that we 
have belong to the world. We must work together 
with others, for the reconstruction of the world is) 
a gigantic task, which calls for the co-operation of 
all. Catholics must push to the fore and honestly 
do their share. 


We conclude with a passage well adapted to the 
occasion and taken from an article by the Rey. 
Garrett Pierce, D. D., dealing with a subject similar 
to the one treated in this paper. ““The present age,” 
the author writes, “suffers from a legacy of secular- 
ism. Liberal politicians endeavored to secularize 
all things: schools, journalism, art and politics. It 
may be doubted, however, if they could be happy 
in the contemplation of the results. Johnson in his 
day waxed angry at the absence of conscience in 
public life when he wrote his cynical definition of 
patriotism. In our own time a former member of 
the House of Commons used language as extreme 
concerning the dishonesty of public men . . .Whence 
has all the confusion arisen? ‘The liberal attitude 
resulted from the practical rejection of Christianity 
and, with it, of all religion. The divorce between 
religious and secular was facilitated by the breaking 
up of Christendom in the sixteenth century. Even 
many Catholics began to take for granted that there 
should be this separation between public life and 
Christianity ; between a sound foreign policy and 
the practice of brotherhood, Their tendency was to 
shun civic duties altogether; or, if they did take 
part in public life, they were inclined to acquiesce 
in the general absence of religion, and were stung 
to activity only when there were direct attacks on 
their faith” ” *) 2 

Well, this time of inactivity and indifference has 
passed. Liberalism, if its death knell has not yet 
been sounded, is certainly on the decline. Seculariza- 
tton is coming to be recognized as a menace 
human well-being. Thus the opportunity for Cath 
lics naturally arises. They must not miss this op- 
portunity. “2 


C. Bruruy 
*) Religion and Politics, in The Irish Ecclesiastical Rec 
ord, April, 1927. e Irish Ecclesiastical Re 
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Fundamentals of Christian 
Charity 
IV. 
Two Cardinal Principles of Relief 

Catholic charity is essentially supernatural. Were 
- to divest itself of its supernatural character, it 
rould cease to be Catholic charity. It is supernatu- 
al in origin, in motive, in objective. It comes from 
‘od. It leads back to God. ‘To set Catholic charity 
part from the end and all of man, his eternal sal- 
ation, is to mar its beauty, blight its charm, impair 
-s vigor, if not to bury it in the tomb of death. 

Catholic charity, then, in dispensing the things of 
his earth to the needy and the poor does not lose 

ight of the main objective of their life, the salva- 
ion of their souls.’) 

Humanitarism, so prolific in works of material 
elief, also speaks of the salvation of the individual 
vho has fallen into the clutches of misery. But its 
alvation is of this earth. It seeks to save him from 
soverty, sickness, disease, evil environment, in 
stief, from all those situations and conditions of 
ife which become the cause of pain, suffering and 
inhappiness. That such efforts, as far as they go, 
ire laudable, need not be emphasized. The things 
»f this world that make for happiness need not be 
lespised because man looks to his final destiny in 
he world beyond. As long as they are not made an 
‘nd in themselves but are used as they should be 
ised as a means to an end their pursuit can not be 
jiscountenanced. 

Catholic charity does not despise works of ma- 
erial relief. However, it sees ever before itself 
‘he final goal of man. It values man at his real 
worth. The miserable pauper, the helpless defec- 
‘ive, the idiot, the needy in every condition of 
misery, are viewed in the light of man with an 
sternal destiny. There is a soul to be saved; a soul 
won by Christ; a child of God, an heir of heaven. 
In its rounds of mercy Catholic charity can not for- 
get Catholic doctrine on this point.’) 

Charity, therefore, seeks to save man for what he 
is. To say that man must be saved for society, as 
is so often said in these days of modern social wel- 
fare work, is to take a false view of the destiny of 
man. Man does not exist for society, but society 
exists for him. Men do not join with each other 
in social bodies for the mere sake of organization 
but for their own sakes. They hope to improve their 
personal lives; to bring themselves nearer to their 

oal of self-perfection by means of collective ac- 
tion. Social groups exist for them as a means to- 
ward an end, To save a man for society is to per- 
vert the aim of both society and man. 

Does this mean that Catholic charity disregards 
the position of man among his fellowmen? Not at 
+ It will seek to readjust man in his social life; 
it wi 


Il strive to fit him into his normal place amongst 


a) Keller, Caritaswissenschaft, p. 97. Freiburg, Herder, 
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2) Kerby, Social Mission of Charity, p. 52, N. Y. 1921, 
p. 161, | 
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his fellowmen. Man is a social being. As such he 
does not live his life apart from his fellowmen. 
Catholic charity will consider this. It will, there- 
fore, leave nothing undone to locate man in his 
proper station of life, not only that he may recover 
to the best advantage all his rights among his fel- 
lowmen, but also that he may be in a position to 
meet fully all his obligations. Yet what is so done, 
is done for the sake of the individual, for his per- 
fection, for his eternal destiny. 

This, it is true, is an individualistic view of 
Catholic charity. But Catholic charity is individual- 
ism. It denotes a relation of person to person. It 
sees in a person a treasure of high worth, and that 
treasure, if imperilled, it seeks at all costs to save. 
For this reason it is that true charity rises to such 
heroic heights, counting no cost, effacing all inter- 
est of self, prepared to lay down its life for another. 
To save a man for eternal life can not be weighed 
in the same balance with all the gold and silver of 
this world, not even with life itself. The heroic 
charity of an Elizabeth of Hungary or a Vincent de 
Paul is explained in the light of the first principle 
of Catholic charity, that the salvation of a man’s 
soul is everything. 

With what persistence Catholic charity strives to 
embody this truth in all its charitable undertakings 
is seen strikingly in the aims of the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society. Not only do its members strive to 
sanctify their own lives by their works of benefi- 
cence, but by these same works do they seek to 
gain admission to the inner sanctuary of the souls 
of the beneficiaries of their good deeds. The cir- 
cular letters which have been issued periodically by 
its first presidents répeatedly refer to this ideal of 
sanctification.’ ) 

Poverty only too frequently impedes the moral 
and spiritual progress of men. Such is in truth 
not a necessary consequence of poverty. There is 
a poverty which is blessed; poor in the things of this 
earth, it is rich in the things of God, and God will 
be its possession. But when poverty weakens the 
rational powers of man; dims the light of his in- 
telligence; enfeebles his will; throws his life into 
evil surroundings; surrounds him with occasions to 
form vicious habits; opens opportunities for evil 
deeds, then, indeed, there is more required than ma- 
terial relief. ‘The rebuilding of the inner man be- 
comes necessary. In this work secularized charity 
is impotent. Supernatural charity, however, is in 
its native domain of action. To win the confidence 
of the poor, to show them their worth before God, 
to lead them back to ways of virtue and piety— 
these become then the great tasks of Catholic 
charity. » 

T’o relieve the poor of spiritual pauperism is a 
much greater and more lasting work than to relieve 
them of their bodily pauperism. The former in- 
fallibly brings true happiness. For even_ the 
poorest among the poor is happy if his life of 


poverty is seen and accepted in the light of eternity. 
®) Manual of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, ‘pp. 


277, 371, 392, 404, 414, Paris, 1896. 
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“Oftentimes the poor are unbelievers, oftentimes 
ignorant. They know not that this life of sorrow 
and expiation is followed by eternity; that in heaven 
reigns a merciful and indulgent God, who chas- 
tises his children only for their trial and improve- 
ment, and who, for sufferings patiently borne in 
this world, promises an incommensurate and ever- 
lasting recompense. Uninstructed in these truths, 
the poor, instead of uniting their sufferings with 
those of a Savior God, instead of making them, after 
the example of so many Christians, a cause of hope 
and a source of merit, blaspheme Divine Providence, 
curse the day on which they were born, and give 
themselves up to despair. How useful to a soul in 
such a state, may not the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul become! By revealing to the unhappy man his 
immortal destiny, by displaying before him infinite 
felicity as the immense compensation for transitory 
evils, his heart may be awakened to hope; thus is 
presented to the world that admirable, and yet not 
infrequent spectacle of poverty borne with cheerful- 
ness and dignity, nay with joy; and hailed as a 
precious title of fellowship with our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.’”) 

Such a conception of Catholic charity is not with- 
out many far-reaching consequences. Personal 
service, pure and chastened, will necessarily flow 
from it; and in consequence, red tape, bureaucracy, 
and mechanistic relief work will not be permitted 
to enter its field of action. Its works of benefi- 
cence will be inspired by a high degree of kindli- 
ness, generosity, and self-sacrifice, and in the same 
measure a paternalistic, patronizing spirit toward 
the poor, accompanied often by a display of superi- 
ority, will be carefully checked. The inner recon- 
struction of the. recipients of charity, as far as this 
is needed and possible, will be attempted with de- 
voted zeal and untiring effort, and in consequence 
a solid foundation for self-help will have been laid. 
Co-operation with secular charitable agencies will 
extend no farther than to the means of charitable 
endeavor; to go a step beyond this line means to 
endanger the supernatural aims of Catholic charity ; 
co-operation as to methods, administration, and 
charitable machinery, but none as to final aims und 
ideals. In brief, Catholic charity will ever have a 
distinct sphere of action wherein others can 
not follow. Only by compromising the spirit of 
Catholic charity will it lose its rights to its sacred 
__ possessions. 

Pica. second cardinal principle of relief deals with 
Dy ae maintenance or restoration of family life among 
ie “The family constitutes the normal circle of living 
tor most people. As children they are raised in the 
d , and as adults they found families of their 
vn. Of such importance is the family atmosphere 
isidered in the lives of men, that where family 

ep oting efforts are made to reproduce it as 


of society of St. Vincent de Paul 


26, 
be ik 


In- 
“is ' 


band laborious, whether the children are 


, ax us 


much as is possible in artificial ways.’) The al 
tage system, for instance, for inmates of institt| 
tions, orphan homes, and homes of the aged is < 
illustration of this tendency.’) | 

There are many factors, economic, social, ar} 
moral, which today are disruptive of home lif! 
Poverty has ever been inimical to it. It leads # 
life in tenements and slums; to overcrowding wit 
its evil results as judged from the viewpoint of th] 
physical and moral welfare of the occupants of tk 
home; to the seeking of recreation not in the hom{ 
but on the street and in places of commercialize 
amusement, some of them of a questionable cha 
acter. That legitimate pride, which goes with th 
possession of a home, is given no chance for growt 
in the lives of the poor. With it is lost a sense c 
self-respect and self-reliance; constructive freedor} 
and buoyant independence are stifled in their gern 
The home becomes for the poor, if they have on 
at all, a mere boarding-house, and a bad one at tha’ 

Considering the great importance of family lif 
for the reclamation and salvation of the poor, Cath 
olic charity will spare no effort to maintain the hom 
of the poor, or to restore it if it has been broken. 
will, therefore, not only cooperate with agencie 
which foster movements for better homes, such a 
housing Associations, Better Housing Leagues 
Building and Loan Associations, Credit Unions, ani 
the like, but it will also seek to develop means of it 
own to conserve home life. 

Among the most important of these is visiting thy 
poor in their homes.) It is there that they ar 
seen with all their problems of poverty, their suf 
terings, their ignorance, their inability to help then 
selves, their vices, perhaps. It is for this reasotr 
that the St. Vincent de Paul Society have considerec 
visiting the poor in their homes their greates 
work.*) As valuable as the care of inmates in insti 
tutions is, it is not comparable to the care given the 
poor in their homes. “Visiting the poor offers th 
immense advantage of making us thoroughly ac: 
quainted with all the members of the family. Ar 
assiduous and attentive charity visitor will so 
know if the parents are married, if they have made 
their first communion, if the children are bapt 
and go to school, if there is union in the fam 
if its misery and diseases are the results of vice 
undeserved misfortunes. Everything speaks to « 
eyes and minds in that intercourse with the 
Yes, in those houses everything has its significa 
inanimate objects themselves and the very walls th 
are seen in one house adorned with external si 
of religion, and in another exhibiting impiot 
immoral pictures. In two or three calls ‘ 
tain whether the wife is cleanly and saving 


i 
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n a word, the home reveals the problems and 
sses of poverty, but discloses also to the discern- 
eye of the charity visitor the proper means of 
It requires but little imagination to see that 
inily welfare work is of the highest importance, 
ecially in larger city centers where family life is 
werilled by so many things which were unknown 
‘the generations lying but remotely in the past. 
jually if the family is brought back to a normal 
ry of living the problem of charity has been 
ved, The family is, after all, the first center of 
f-help; also the most resourceful and self-sacri- 
ng. Only as a last resort should family life be 
bken. This will usually be the case where noth- 
r remains of family life but the outer shell. 
here the inner kernel of family life has rotted 
ray, charity faces the well-nigh impossible if it 
leks to restore family life to vitality and vigor. 
‘The inference is not to be drawn that charity ex- 
aded to charges in its institutions or to individual 
rsons is of no great importance. This work must 
t suffer from underestimation. But wherever 
ich individuals, whether living alone or in insti- 
itions, can be restored to a healthy family life, 
I becomes imperative to do so. The family will 
ways be the great school where the characters of 
en are trained, where the ideals of self-perfec- 
on become living realities, potent and productive 
much good. 
Catholic charity is constructive; it seeks to heal 
id mend injured and broken tissues. Striving to 
» this with respect to family life is not only com- 
endable but the greatest and noblest work in which 
can engage its forces. 


A. J. MuENcH 


High FPimance in the Orient 


Certain phases of the article by Paul A. Douglas, 
the National Railway of Haiti, A Study in Trop- 
al Finance, published in The Nation,’) remind the 
Varder of an episode related by Sir William Butler 
1 his memoirs. a4 

A friend of the distinguished soldier asked him 
> meet at dinner a Scottish acquaintance who was 
auch interested in the progress of the East in 
beneral and civilization in Asia Minor in particu- 
ar. It occurred to someone in the party, accord- 
ag to Sir William’s story, “that it would be a good 
ing to relate in the hearing of this stern old pro- 
rressive some of the lighter anecdotes and incidents 
» European life in the East, where practical j okes 
ere played by young subalterns in India upon their 
tive servants. ‘These stories, it was thought, 
d tend to ‘draw’ the Scottish elder, and would 
aps call from him severe terms of condemna- 
or reproof.” ‘he stories are said not to have 
ced the element of exaggeration. 

y this time,” the autobiography continues, “the 
had circulated, and to our surprise, and I 
to our regret, an expression of benevolent 


i 
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conviviality seemed to be overspreading the counte- 
nance of our companion. At last it was his turn 
to say something. ‘Weel, noo,’ he began, ‘when 
we mad the reelway from—to—, our dirrectors 
asked me to go out and see the rinning of it, for 
it wasn’t paying its expenses, much less a deeva- 
dend; so I went to Smearna, and then on to the 
end of the line. I soon found what was wrang. 
When the Arabs cam doon on thar caa-mels to the 
coast with goats’ hair or wool, they just passed 
alang by our reelway, as though it hadna been 
there at all. Weel, after a bit I just went to the 
Pashaw, and I tauld him that the reelway was doin’ 
nae bisness, and that if he could mak it do a gude 
bisness my dirrectors wouldna see him at ony loss. 
The next day he caught ten or a dozen of these 
Arab men as they war goin’ doun wi’ their caa-mels, 
and he had them all flogged in the Roonak. And 
when they asked what for they war whippit, the 
Pashaw’s secretary said, ‘For not using the reel- 
way which the sublime Porte Sultan had specially 
made and given them for their wool and goats’ 
hair. The next day he had another dozen Arabs 
of the same sort whippit, and the day after that 
sax more. An’ that was enough. Thar was never 
ony mair trooble. The warking expenses war Cov- 
ered that year, and the reelway is now paying a 
handsome deevadend.’ 


“We were silent,’ runs the old soldier’s com- 
ment on this astounding confession. “We felt 
awed by this unbalanced avowal of progressive 
‘reelway’ civilisation as applied to the East by our 
severe Calvinist friend. Nothing that we had ever 
done in the heedless days of youth, nothing that 
we had ever thought of doing, could match the 
guilt and atrocity of this old sanctimonious Scots- 
man. O business! business! what crimes have been 
committed in thy name!) 


It is by such, and worse means, the investments of 
European and American capitalists not merely in 
“heathen” Africa and Asia, but also in countries 
closer to us, are made to yield profits. 

, ahs le 
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Peaceful penetration by means of commerce and 
material culture alone can never win the soul of a 
people. It is an attempt to lay hold of love by the 
wrong handle and, in the Scriptures, it is roundly” 
called fornication (cf. Isaias xxiii, 17; Apoca- 
lypse xviii, etc.). The figure of speech is well 
chosen, for an international alliance based on purely 
material interests always ends in a divorce. Free 
trade in opium, guns and corrosive literature has 
much the same consequences as free love. Ephem- 
eral in itself it stores up trouble for generations in 
the future. In its lust for quick returns it will suck 
the blood and leave the carcass to rot. aus 

- J. Kenpat, S. J., 
in The Southern Cross.) 


2) Butler, Sir William, An Autobiography, pp. 370- zie 
2nd Ed. N. Y., 1913. ne =) te 

®) From an article on Christian Imperialism. 
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How We Treat the Stranger 
Within Qur Gates 

It seems difficult, or even impossible to speak 
composedly of the conditions existing in the jails 
and poorhouses of our country, and the injustices 
and cruelties perpetrated on helpless individuals 
who run afoul, not always of the law but rather 
of the meanness and cupidity of certain of its 
minions. Some officers of the law are little else 
than human vultures, especially when it comes to 
dealing with a type of workers called casuals. They 
are frequently robbed of every dollar in their pos- 
session by such officials, the town or village con- 
stable working hand in hand with a justice of the 
peace, who imposes a fine on the hapless stranger, 
accused of vagrancy, gauged according to what- 
ever sum of-money the particular individual may 
have had in his clothes, when arrested, or some 
local demand for cheap labor. 


That we are not discoursing on some hypothetical 
problem, a case reported by the Catholic Charitable 
Association of ‘Tuscaloosa, Ala., demonstrates. 
While distributing tobacco to prisoners in the City 
Jail on behalf of this organization on March 14 
of this year, Rev. Fr. Thomas A. Lenahan, of St. 
John’s Catholic Church in. the University town men- 
tioned, came across a Mr. Pitts, a newcomer in that 
community, having arrived there by automobile on 
the previous Friday, in company with his mother 
66 years old, his wife and two children. He had 
worked on Saturday, but on Monday was, in con- 
travention of all constitutional rights, placed in jail 
while his family was left in the local tourist camp. 
The balance of the story, reported by the Associa- 
tion, is as follows: 


“Father L. with a Sister and Mr. C., an Episcopalian, 
investigated and found, even from the man who swore 
out the warrant, that Mr. P.’s story was true. They re- 
ported their findings to the justice of the peace, who in- 
formed them that someone must pay his fees. We found 
that the sheriff's office had refused a warrant for this 
case. Mr. C. signed a bond and freed Mr. P. ‘The 
sheriff's officials were very kind. Mr. P. determined to 
stay and prove his innocence, refused with thanks the 
kindly proferred aid of a Methodist minister, as he did 
not seek charity but justice and an opportunity to make a 
living for his family. Mr. H., a commissioner, appeared 
as a friend of the stranger within our gates. Judgment, 
Saturday, March 20, acquitted and vindicated Mr. P. under 
able defense of Mr. W., a Baptist attorney, who refused 
any money for his services. The warrant could not be 
found. If some one of means had signed unseen warrant 
Mr. P. might have sued for malicious imprisonment. A 
Jew helped much in our case. ‘The justice received no 
fees. Mr. P. was so delighted with his warm reception 
from our citizens who rallied to his defense that he has 
located here as a plasterer, paperhanger, painter and wood- 
worker. His fears that he might be condemned to quasi 
peonage, his_ receiving only thirty cents an hour painting 
our state bridge, the danger of losing his car and prop- 
erty to pay a fine, or of being condemned to work the 
roads in stripes, leaving his family abandoned to a cold 
world, have passed away. He is now a respected and 
prosperous citizen of Tuscaloosa. We hope our victory 
for this workingman may check oppression of others,” 


While the action of this particular group of men 
and women at Tuscaloosa may put a stop to this 
form of grafting in that city for the present, the 
game will be continued without interruption in other 


fa 
og 


1 


} 
places all over the country. The methods of { 
Russian police and the condition of Russian prisi 
in the old days were, of course, horrible in ] 
eyes of every true American! A little investigat} 
at home would prove that the humanizing of both } 
stitutions in many localities of our country 1s to} 
much desired. 


Warder’s Review 


Whither Democracy May Lead 


Certain tendencies at work in our country, wh’ 
were fiercely accentuated the moment we declat 
our participation in the Great War, lead us to qu 
from Mr. M. V. Clarke’s thought-provoking stu 
The Medieval City State these sentences: 

“The national despotism of modern Europe slowly ca 
into being for the same reason of state that called ii 
existence the tyrannies of Greece and Italy. Thus 
have the paradox that the stronger the sense of den 
cratic unity in a free community, the greater is the dang 
of surrender of individual political rights. ‘Democracy 
destroyed by its insatiable craving for the object which 
defines to be supremely good.’ (Plato; Republic, 562)/ 

So let us add: Hunc tu, Romane, caveto! 


An Archbishop’s Pastoral Prods a Legislativ 
Council 


A statement contained in this year’s Lenten Pz 
toral Letter of the Archbishop of Trinidad, Mc 
Rev. John P. Dowling, O. P.; was made the su 
ject of an interpellation at a recent session of t 
Legislative Council of that British colony. Tl 
Hon. Cap. Cipriani put the question: 


“Has the attention of the Government been drawn to t 
closing paragraph of the Encyclical (recte Pastoral) ‘a 
dressed to the Catholic Community by His Grace t 
Archbishop of Port-of-Spain, relating to the sweating 
labor in certain channels of employment by compulso 
system of Sunday working? If the answer be in ¢ 
affirmative, will the Government cause an investigation 
be instituted with a view to prohibiting compulsory labi 
on Sunday?” 


This inquiry on the part of the member of ft 
Legislative Council brought forth the following r 
ply: 

“The attention of the Government had not been dray 
to the letter referred to until the notice given of the Ho 
Member’s question. + 

“It must be understood that in certain industries, suc 
as the oil and sugar industry, the total cessation of 
on Sundays in particular services is not practicable y 
out risk of heavy loss or damage, but the Governn 
has no information indicating a general abuse of the 
tice. An inquiry, however, is being addressed to the 
resentatives of the industries particularly concerned 
what the present practice is,’”) 


Tt is thus the spirit of St. Antonino, the Do: 
can and Archbishop of Florence,’) reasserts itse 


our days and in this case, chiefly on behalf of lowl 
blacks. 


p), Clarke, M. V., M. A. The Medieval City States 
“ssay, on T'yranny and Federations in the Later M 
AR ea Se lee ee = oie * 
tom the local report, ‘ Catholic News, Po 
Spain, April 14, 1927, ss , sar 
") Died May 2, 1446. . 
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| True and Fictitious Co-operation 
\‘he vital distinction between a system of true 
jpperative credit associations, and one which 1s 
only in name, is well set forth in an article on 
sgi Luzzatti, ex-Premier of Italy and founder of 
system of People’s Banks, a prominent figure, 
wreover, in the political life of his country in pre- 
- days, who died on March 30. 
[In international co-operative circles,’ says The 
oducer, published by the Co-operative Wholesale 
iiety in England, “Luzzatti has been chiefly 
ywn as the founder of the system of People’s 
nks in Italy, the first of which was established 
Ithe year 1866. But although these urban banks 
re unquestionably proved beneficial in certain di- 
tions, yet in view of their specific character it 
strange that they should have been extolled as 
‘operative institutions by literary advocates of 
\operation in other countries than Italy.” 
‘Viewing the People’s Banks from the standpoint 
the Rochdale Movement they may be gauged 
-ording to three outstanding features, opposed to 
e co-operative principles. “In the first place,” 
ntinues The Producer, “the shareholders of the 
iks are mainly members of the middle class and 
‘aspirants thereto. In the second place, there is 
| limitation of the dividends payable to the share- 
lder, and shares can even be sold at a premium, 
nile customers, on the other hand, receive no 
nus. In the third place, the large majority of 
2 banks have worked without co-operation and 
itthout a Union, each of the large majority work- 
x in isolation for its own hand and its own in- 
rests.”” 
In other words, although anyone could become 
shareholder who could afford to do so, yet these 
mks have been essentially money-lending and 
ofit-making institutions, carried on by groups of 
dividuals with no genuine co-operative aims. In 
is respect they resemble our Industrial Loan Com- 
‘nies rather than such institutions as the Raiff- 
sen-Kassen of Germany or the Credit Unions, 
cently established in our country. 


Lost Days Once and Now 


‘The hatred of the rationalists of the 18th cen- 
i: the godfathers of industrialism and the capi- 
llistic system, was directed against monks and 
oly days at least in part because the one were 
cused of being non-productive drones, while 
ue others were supposed to prevent the working 
ees from accomplishing their tasks as speedily 
ad economically as possible. Labor was said 
> be the source of all wealth, and wealth the 
otive power of progress. Whatever was sup- 
sed to interfere with the free flow of industry 
d commerce, exchange and the accumulation 
f€ capital, was to be suppressed. 

In the meanwhile, the capitalistic system has 
ched the zenith of its power, and it should, 
erefore, have been able to transform this world 
‘ours into a virtual paradise, if its premises 
e correct. Even a casual study of modern 
ditions reveals an astoundingly great number 


' 


of drones, which society must feed, and a loss of 
working days, in comparison to which the one 
occasioned by holy days in former centuries is 
insignincant. 

Thus in England alone, according to official 
statistics, in 1926 a total of 162,780,000 working 
days were lost by strikes. And while this figure 
is, of course, much greater than that reached in 
any previous year, the number of lost days from 
the same cause in any year is appalling enough: 


Year ° Days Lost Year Days Lost 
10L 2a ses SY: 40,890,000 1.01 O Beemer es es 34,970,000 
NOS restates ~ 9,800,000 1920: oe 26,570,000 
1914) 22. (9,880;000 197 hae 85,870,000 
VOUS eae en 2,950,000 1922: tule eek 19,850,000 
196s oe, 24501000 1929 ene ee ee 10,670,000 
Ol eee ney O50 000 1924.3 ees 8,420,000 
HONG eo) pees 5,880,000 Iho PAS pee etree greet. 7,970,000 


counted for in this instance, it is not customary 
to take into consideration the harm wrought by 
strikes on the cultural life of a people. Nor did 
those who opposed the Saints’ days and other 
Christian festivals give the Church credit for the 
influence they exerted on the development of the 
arts and other cultural activities, and what this 
meant to the lowly. 


When Oratory Is in Demand 


Revolutionary movements will invariably be 
found to have brought to the surface men possessed 
of oratorical and forensic ability. The social revo- 
lutions of ancient Greece were fostered by men of 
such talent, and we again meet with them in Paris 
from 1789 until the end of the Directory. Your 
Dantons, Marats and Robesp‘erres were all gifted 
speakers. Moreover, .that cradle of all revolts in 
thé modern world, the Protestant Reformation, de- 
veloped one of the greatest oratorical talents of the 
German people, Martin Luther. In fact, one may 
doubt whether revolutions can be made without 
orators and their oratorical fireworks. Political 
Liberalism, battling its way to power in the vari- 
ous monarchies of Europe, depended largely on 
oratorical prowess, rather than on simple declara- 
tions of principles. And the Socialists and Com- 
munists stepped into the shoes of their bourgeois 
precursors, haranguing the masses in dingy lamplit 
backrooms of saloons, whereas the former talked 
and debated in clubs and the halls of parliaments. 
The era of Liberalism was the era of “Haibbildung”’ - 
creating and dominating public opinion, and of the 
“sabfest.” 

It is not astonishing, therefore, that Dr. J. P. 
Warbasse, Editor of Co-Operation, should have dis- 
covered that “people who want to train themselves 
for activity in the Labor Movement want Oratory 
most of anything else,” and that this should also 
be “the case in the schools of political parties run 
in the interest of Labor.” 5 

According to Mr. Warbasse, the course most in 
demand in Labor colleges in the United States, is 
not that on the History of Labor, or Economics; 
not the one on the Methods of Labor Organiza- 
tion, but the one “in Rhetoric or Public Speaking 
or Oratory.” An observation which will not in the 


a 
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least astonish anyone acquainted with the history 
of social movements. 


Contemporary Opinion 


One of the great subsidiary effects of the Refor- 
mation was a release of the appetite which we Cath- 
olics call avarice, but which other people call “get- 
ting on.” A great French writer said recently: 
“The Christian is always a little ashamed of being 
rich.” He was wrong to use so vague a term as 
“the Christian”; if he had said “the Catholic” he 
would have been right. Outside the Church men 
rather take wealth as a test of personal value and 
excellence.’) HiLArrE BELLoc 

There is no place in the world where justice is 
so fairly administered as in Canada. Notwithstand- 
ing the influence which might be exercised over us 
by other nations on this continent, we have always 
kept the stream of justice running unpolluted. To 
a British judge it makes no difference as to the 
color of the face, the creed or the race. It is not 
that way unfortunately in all countries, and we 
might not have to go very far to find some places 
where a man’s case is prejudiced because his face 
is a certain color. This is not so in Canada. 

JUDGE CONSTANTINEAU, Ottawa, Canada. 
ee er 

One result of the condemnation of the Action 
Francaise has been to bring once more into promi- 
nence the Holy See’s constant pre-occupation to as- 
sure the independence of religion of political par- 
tes and political schools of thought. 

By its action in regard to the French newspaper, 
the Holy See has definitely condemned the con- 
fusion of religion and morality with party politics. 
The same principle is applied here in Italy, even 
though the present regime gives little cause for 
complaint. 

In regard to Mexico, where a shortsighted human 
view would suggest the opposite course, the Holy 
Father repeatedly insists on the defence of religion 
quite independently of any political partisanship. 

This persistent attitude of total independence of 
politics will surely go down to history as one of 


a the chief characteristics of Pius XT.’s Pontificate. 
_- Rome Corresronpent, The Universe (London) 
ae * Ok Ok 


_ Perhaps the most startling fact in our modern in- 
rial life is the increasing control of industry by 
ers. As Professor Ripley has shown, the thou- 
of small investors who put up most of the 
apital for industry, and are therefore its real own- 
have very little to say in shaping industrial 

You will recall that the New York bank- 

of Dillon, Read and Company recently took 
ge Brothers Motor Company and 
lic amounting to $26, 

the i dt 


A fiers 


_ better have been omitted, but the 


same firm of bankers has recently completed a sit) 
lar deal on a controlling interest in the Natioj 
Cash Register Company and a large German st/ 
syndicate. It is no worse than other banking fir} 
-—only more spectacularly successful. > 


ABErt F. Coyte, Editor B. of L. E. Journalt 


f K 


While the miners tighten their belts the operate 
will increase their profits, but when the reserve | 
gone the operators will sign with the union rath 
than lose their old customers to non-union 
signed-up fields. When the settlement does come 
will not end.the coal problem because, whether 
not the miners are forced to take a cut, the settl 
ment will be superficial and temporary. In the e1 
the Government will have to take over the mine 
The miners will be forced to take their nationd 
ization demand off paper and fight for it. TI 
union must also penetrate through armed enen 
lines into the South. These are terrific tasks, b 
the miners realize what they are facing. The 
union was not handed to them on a silver platte 
They gave their blood, went to jail, and starv 
their families through endless strikes for every inc 
of ground they won. They know that the great¢ 
part of the distance still lies ahead. 

Tom Tippett, in The Nation 
he Lie 

This bill (the Mastick-Shonk bill, establishin 
a 48-hour working week for employed women i 
N. Y. State), has been before the State of Ney 
York for at least fourteen years. I have ac 
vocated it in my annual and special message 
since I first took office as Governor. It has bee, 
the subject of investigation, debate and bitte 
political controversy. This bill in one form ¢ 
another has repeatedly passed one house of th 
Legislature, only to be defeated in the othe 
house by as narrow a margin as one or tw) 
votes. On at least two occasions the Assem 
defeated this bill by one vote under circ 
stances which were the subject of state- 
comment. The principles of this bill have b 
denounced, and it has repeatedly been called 1 
workable. Last year when it became appar 
that the public would no longer tolerate a d 
in adopting this beneficial measure, a legislat 
Commission was appointed to investigate 
subject along with several others affecting | 

and workmen’s compensation, and. the 
sion reported in favor of the forty-ei 
bill with certain exceptions. Some of 
ceptions and reservations might in m 
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SOCIAL REVIEW 


CATHOLIC ACTION 
Cardinal Reig y Casanova, entrusted by the Holy 
2 with the promotion of Catholic Action in Spain, 
; formed from the councils of the magnificently 
yanized young men’s leagues of Spain a general 
mmittee, whose work will be to federate these 
ious leagues. 


\An international congress of Catholic charitable 
anizations—the first of its kind—will be held 
*Strasburg, Alsace, on September 20, 21, 22, and 

Organized by the Caritas Internationalis, it will 
tite the representatives of the innumerable Cath- 
c charitable societies throughout the world. 


ree discussion, it is hoped, will lead to the finding of 
ctical means of collaboration where concerted action 
wnecessary. The secretariat of the Caritas Internationalis 
vat Lucerne, Switzerland. 


The establishment of a Catholic Aid Society, 
ich will act in conjunction with the colonization 
ganizations of Canada with the object of assist- 
» newcomers upon their arrival in Canada, is an- 
minced by the Right Rev. J. H. Prud’homme, 
lshop of the diocese of Prince Albert and Saska- 
on. 

ead offices of this organization will be at Wakaw, 


isk. Other offices, however, are being established in 
ince Albert and Saskatoon. 


‘Msgr. Van Roey, Archbishop of Malines, has 
ven his patronage and blessing to the Apostleship 

the Sea Society. The Accion Catolica de la 
sujer, Madrid, has undertaken to co-operate in 
sostleship of the Sea work, a decision which has 
en intimated to A. S. Headquarters in a letter 
om the Countess de Gavia, President of the 
ecion. 
An enrolling center for sailors has been established in 
atwerp at the Nationale Schippersbond center. The 
flaison des Bateliers,” Ghent, also provides sailor-enrol- 
ent facilities in addition to concerts, cinemas, etc. There 


-a sailors’ chapel at the latter, in which Rev. Van den 
atte, S. J., officiates. 


| Following upon the decisions taken at the last 
eeting of the Jugo- Slav Hierarchy, the organiza- 
on known as “Catholic Action” has now been es- 
blished in the Zagabria archdiocese, in accordance 
ith the Pope’s wishes, as a lay auxiliary to the 
erical apostolate. The new body will hold itself 
oof from political and economic questions, and 
nfine itself solely to the work of educating the 
ople and raising the moral tone of the nation. 

“ie ct Bauer presided at the meeting held to draw 


e constitution of Catholic Action and outlined the 
tly dependent on the ecclesiastical authority. The 


cesan center of the new Catholic Action. All the 
Catholic Associations would be incorporated in 
tion. 


1 life. It was proposed to enroll as 
| women of all ages and coneteas and 


Rent gl) | Se * 
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am of the organization, which, he said, would be — 


Croatian Catholic Union would be converted into - 


“of Catholic. Action would extend to all | 
the bill, | 


the organization would specially devote itself to religious 
culture and the education of the conscience. None of the 
institutions at present at work will be suppressed, and no 


good project will be discouraged. Indeed, the strength 
and co-ordination of all the institutions will be needed 


to make the new organization more effective. 


IMPERIALISM 

Norman Thomas, of The League for Industrial 
Democracy, suggests a constructive program for 
U. S. dealings with Latin America, the main ele- 
ments of which would be (1) an investigation of 
American concessions and investments, (2) a re- 
fusal to put our military force behind the collection 
of the claims of American citizens against foreign 
governments or corporations—this in harmony 
with a resolution sponsored by Senator Shipstead, 
(3) the development of the Pan-American Union 
into an agency of real co-operation for dealing 
with difficult situations in this hemisphere, (4) a 
revival and adaptation to present conditions of 
Roosevelt’s idea of a world conference on the wise 
use and proper preservation of raw materials. Mr. 
Thomas declares : 

“A conference on the subject of raw materials in a 
world still mad for profit and drunk with nationalism 
would not settle the question once and for all. It might 


make genuine progress in promoting understanding of the 
question, and in substituting co-operation for exploitation.” 


ARBITRATION 

California is the fifth state to adopt a compre- 
hensive commercial arbitration law, according to an 
announcement issued by the American Arbitration 
Association. The new law has been signed by Goy- 
ernor Young and is based on a draft bill prepared 
by the Arbitration Association. It was sponsored 
by the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce and 
backed by the leading ONS and trade or- 
ganizations in the state. 

This law makes enforceable and irrevocable an agree- 
ment to arbitrate a dispute arising out of a written con- 
tract as well as an existing controversy and brings Cali- 


fornia’s law in harmony with the United States Arbitration 
Act and the laws of New York, New Jersey, Massachu- 


_ setts, Oregon and the Territory of Hawaii. 


CONFEDERATION AND REGIONALISM 
The most far-reaching bill for Scottish self-gov- 
ernment ever introduced in the British Parliament 
was recently presented to that body by Mr. Barr, 
supported by 12 2 Scottish Labor members, including 
the Right Hon. William Adamson, formerly Secre- 


tary for Scotland in the Labor Government. 


It is proposed that the country shall be governed by a 
single chamber Parliament with full sovereign power over 
all Scottish affairs, and consisting of 148 members. ‘The 
representation of Scotland in the English House of Com- 
mons would cease, and the King would be represented in 
Scotland by a Lord High Commissioner appointed in like 
manner to the Governor-General of Canada. 
affairs and the Navy and Army would be joint services 
with the English Government. 
power as the Government will not grant time to Paes 


Foreign : 


It is only a demonstration, 
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CONCERNING INJUNCTIONS : 

All organized labor is affected by the decision ot 
the Supreme Court, reversing the Circuit Court of 
Appeals, upholding the injunction against the 
Stonecutters’ Union for acts alleged to violate the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Act. Justices Louis D. Bran- 
deis and Oliver Wendell Holmes dissented. 

Following a strike in Bedford Cut Stone Com- 
pany’s plant, followed by a lockout, the corporation 
began operating on a “company union” basis. The 
union thereupon urged its members working on 
buildings in other states to refuse to work on stone 
put out by the corporation. The corporation sought 
an injunction for relief “against threatened loss or 
damage by a violation of the anti-trust laws.” 

The Supreme Court now upholds the use of the 
injunction in the labor dispute, on the ground of its 
interstate character. Associate Justice Sutherland, 
who wrote the majority opinion, held that the union 
act threatened to destroy or narrow the interstate 
trade of the Bedford Company. 

The case is one in a series of Supreme Court rulings 
which have interpreted the meaning of the Clayton Act 
of 1914 adversely to what organized labor hoped would 
be the result. The Clayton Act, hailed as the “Union’s 
Magna Charta,’ when passed by Congress, was supposed 
to exempt unions from the operation of the anti-trust 


laws and to prevent issuance of injunctions in labor dis- 
putes. 

The present case, known as Bedford Cut Stone Com- 
pany vs. Journeymen Stone Cutters’ Association of North 
America, further clips the wings of the Clayton Act by 
permitting injunction of a new series of practices resorted 
to by organized labor as economic weapons. 


WAGES 


a ‘Economy in industry is the order of the day in | 


Russia. As one means to this end the Seventh Con- 
gress of the Russian Trade Unions at its recent 


meeting decided, by a small majority, to accept the » 
The Con- 


: 
Bah F principle of State regulation of wages. 
: gress was informed of the lack of capital, the defec- 
tive state of industrial equipment, and of the bad ad- 
ministration of undertakings, which made it difficult 
to increase wages or even to maintain them at the 
existing level. 

It was suggested by critics of the proposal that regu- 


_ the former policy of fixing wages and grades of work by 


e of value. One delegate maintained that State regula- 
on nullified the work of the unions. Basing his com- 
ts on the experience of his own union, this speaker 
“The State fixes by decree the numbers and cate- 
of employes in each undertaking, as well as the 
tached to each category. In these circumstances 
possible for the trade union to discuss the mat- 
( labor agreement arrived at by free discus- 
xist.” Another complaint was that the 
ane demanded ove 


lation might easily be the first step in the return to 


_grand total of $16,503,000,000, which represen 


the State, and that collective agreements would cease to 


| 
| 
had not the power to defend the interests of the | 
ers. | 
CHRISTIAN UNIONS | 
The Christian Internationals of Europe 
fast returning to normalcy. On April 21 | 
Executive Committee of the Christian Mé 
Workers’ International held a meeting at Wue) 
berg in Bavaria. One of the most import! 
matters brought to the attention of the me 
ing was a report on international trusts and s} 
dicates, and their influence on the workers. } 
On July 19-20 the International Federation 
Christian Food Workers’ Unions will hold 
Congress at Essen on the Ruhr. Special att} 
tion is to be given the question of nightw« 
in bakeries and the position of the various oc 
pations toward the ratification of the agreem/ 
on this question adopted at Geneva. 
The International Federation of Christian “1 
bacco Workers’ Unions is to convene at Mun 
on July 27-28. It is to give special considerat: 
to the three following subjects: 
a) Married women as wage workers in the toba 
industry; b) the health of tobacco workers; c) 
changes made in tobacco taxes in various counti 


since the Third International Congress of Toba 
Workers. ; 


3 
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CRIME | 
The enormous cost of crime in the United Sta 


is very clearly shown in the remarkable array 
facts and figures prepared by Mark O. Prentis: 
recognized authority on the subject, published ir 
recent issue of the Manufacturers’ Record. Beg 
ning with frauds in business, he announces as 
loss through fraudulent or bogus securities, $5( 
000,000; through embezzlements, $150,000 
forgeries, $100,000,000; worthless checks, 
000,000; fraudulent bankruptcies, $400,000, 
transportation thefts, $500,000,000; thefts fr 
warehouses, $525,000,000; mail thefts, $10,000, 

murder and plunder, $125,000,000. In addit 
these he indicates the expenditures borne by | 
eral, State, and municipal courts in criminal 
at $4,000,000,000. Adding to the above th 
nomic waste that crime involves, he sets befo: 


total loss borne by the nation, and all of 
due directly to crime. ‘s 


ights of the indivi 
bulwark of pr 


w has be 
al at the e 
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rm which has been so successful in securing a market 
bacon products in Great Britain can be applied to 
etern Canada. 


se of electricity on the farm has passed from 
sstigation to the extension basis, Dr. E. A. 
rite, Director of the Committee on the Relation 
Electricity to Agriculture, reports. More than 
: studies are being carried on. Increasing use of 
itricity will cause more persons to leave the 
ms and! seek careers elsewhere, he believes. 
ommenting on the report that Henry Ford is to estab- 
a farm for experimental work with time and labor- 
ag equipment, and perhaps industrialize agriculture, 
/ White said: 

Ar. Ford’s plans are intensely interesting. There is 
‘doubt that 1927 possibilities will tend to encourave 
experiment of a certain percentage of our farm lands 
sg into relatively large holdings. We have funda- 


> 

stals in machinery and transportation, coupled with 
t wealth of technical agricultural knowledge, which 
ss a most inviting field for management as it is prac- 
1 in other lines.” 


RECEDING BIRTHRATES 
“he following statistical statement demonstrates 
a striking way the rapid decline of the birth- 
2s of the countries of Northern Europe, and that 
sexample set by France is being followed by most 
chem. 


-Countries Births per 1,000 Inhabitants 

1901 1913 1925 
sce and Alsace Lorraine........ cs 18.9 18.7 
Sivemen pues ee 2 On a eee eo Shey 2.5 20.5 
SU SE ee ae Se eee 29.4 22.4 19.6 
fe. EEA as ee «eee 29.7 25.6 PAVE 
h: Sah ape Pee eee 29.0 25.0 18.6 
pS bel oo et oe 29.6 25:2 19.8 
“EG a. 5 See oo 32.3 28.1 24.3 
den =. 27.0 23.1 17.5 
tzerland 29.1 Zo 19.3 


n Sweden and Great Britain the birth rate,-as 
> be seen, has diminished even more than it has 
France; it has fallen nearly as low in Belgium, 
sway, Switzerland and even in Germany, where 
decrease has been exceedingly rapid. That it 
remained stationary in France, is due to con- 
-ed efforts, participated in by the Government 

employers, granting family allowances, to stem 
‘trend toward artificial birth control. 


CO-OPERATION 

\t a general meeting of the Danish Co-operative 
-ter Export Union, at which there were 400 rep- 
antatives present, it was stated that during the 
- year 17,500,000 kilo of butter had been manu- 
tured by the union, the value being 55,000,000 
ner. The figures show a slight increase over 
: of last year. 


he Co-operative League, U. S. A., has opened 
pecial Correspondence School Department, con- 
ted by experienced leaders in the Movement. 

Director of the School is Colston E. Warne, a 
ber of the Board of Directors of the League, 
hor of the book “Co-operation in Illinois,” and 
rember of the Faculty of the University of Pitts- 


ie first five courses he offers are (1) Elementary 


> 


Business English, (2) Elementary Business Arithmetic, 
(3) Co-operative Bookkeeping, Elementary Course, (4) 
Co-operative Bookkeeping and Accounting, Long Course, 
(5) History and Principles of Consumers’ Co-operation. 
COAL STRIKE 

A report issued by the Department of Research 
and Education of the Federal Council of Churches 
discusses the broken Jacksonville agreement and the 
conditions in the bituminous coal industry. The 
situation presents both stubborn economic facts and 
moral issues. “The problem here,” says the report, 
‘is to apply a clear moral principle in an over-de- 
veloped, highly competitive industry in which there 
is a difference in labor policy between union and 
non-union employers. When non-union operators 
are about to cut wages 30 per cent or more below 
the union scale and still hold their working forces, 
a fact is presented which is not counteracted merely 
by moralizing. 

One operator says in substance: ‘Yes, we did set aside 
the Jacksonville agreement. Technically, we perhaps 


broke it, but, confronted with a situation in which the 
only alternative were to leave our property.’ 


HOUSING 

The Belgian League of Large Families is actively 
at work to secure decent lodgings for households 
with many children, following recent investigations 
which have brought to light intolerable conditions, 
especially in the cities of Brussels and Antwerp. 
There, one single room is all the housing that many 
families with from three to ten children can sup- 
port. 


Through an appeal to the general public, the League is 
just now busy gathering a fund of 2,000,000 francs with 
which to relieve the most pressing needs. It is also study- 
ing the possibilities for the foundation of a society which, 
tunder State control and with State help, would under- 
take the construction of homes for the sole benefit of 
large families. In Brussels there is a project on foot to 
erect a ten-story building (the city will not permit greater 
height), destined to shelter one hundred large families. 


NARCOTICS ; 

Illicit transactions in narcotics reported to the 
League of Nations for 1926 alone include consign- 
ments of raw opium amounting to over 65 tons, 
heroin over 3,520 ounces, and morphine over 10,195 
ounces. A rich syndicate, acting with the free port 
of Copenhagen as its center, has just been discov- 
ered by the German police, and another such syn- 
dicate, with Hong Kong as its center, has been en- 
gaging in operations with a turnover of $200,000 
a month. 


The Chief of Police in Cairo states that “the Egyptians 
are rapidly becoming a race of drug addicts,” and an 
average of 60 arrests of traffickers a week are being made 
in Cairo. As Egypt produces no cocaine or heroin, the 
whole comes through illicit sources. 


TAXATION 
~The lower house of the Florida Legislature has 
adopted the Senate resolution requesting Congress 
to repeal the federal inheritance tax, which the 
resolution describes as “contrary to the very funda- 
mentals of our American form of government.” 


<< 
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Konvertiten. 

Es ist eine eigenthiimliche Erscheinung, dass 
die Fundamente der katholischen Soziologie im 
Barocco und in der Romantik Konvertiten 
legten: die barocken Nationaldkonomen Johann 
Joachim Becher, Wilhelm Schroder, Philipp 
Wilhelm Hornigk, und die romantischen So- 
ziologen und Nationalokonomen Karl Ludwig 
Haller, Adam Heinrich Miller, Karl Ernst 
Jarcke und vor allem Karl Vogelsang. Alle diese 
Manner kamen vom Protestantismus zum Ka- 
tholizismus und—mit Ausnahme des Schweizers 
Haller—von Deutschland resp. Preussen nach 
Osterreich. Dass gerade Konvertiten die katholi- 
sche Soziologie der neueren Jahrhunderte 
schufen, hangt zweifellos damit zusammen, dass 
der Protestantismus die Funktion des “Vaters” 
und des “Fiursten,” d. h. der Familie und des 
Staates in der Gesellschaft, damit aber die Eck- 
steine der Soziologie, hoher werthet als der mit- 
telalterliche Katholizismus und die Scholastik, 
d. h. sogar einseitig und auf Kosten des Priester- 
thums werthet, die Konvertiten daher, wenn sie 
durch ihre Konversion die Ejinseitigkeiten dieser 
Betrachtungsweise abstreifen, immer noch den 
positiven Kern derselben in die katholische Kul- 
tur mitbringen und dieselbe damit bereichern. 
Dies darf dem Katholikenthum, den im Ka- 
tholizismus selbstverstandlich erzeugten und er- 
zogenen Menschen, eine Warnung sein und kann 
sie davor zurtickhalten, in den Schismatikern und 
Haretikern, so irrwegig ihre religidsen Grundein- 
stellungen sind, das katholische Gefiihl fiir vollig 
erloschen zu halten, d. h. ihnen den Willen zum 
katholischen Denken rundweg zu_ bestreiten. 
Gleichwie die Spaltungen der Kirchengeschichte 
wesentlich durch Mangel—nicht der Kirche, wohl 
aber der Katholiken, nicht des Katholizismus, 
wohl aber des  Katholikenthums !—mitbewirkt 
werden, so konnen dieselben im Grossen wie im 


_ einzelnen Fall nur iiberwunden werden, wenn wir 
_ bereit sind, riickhaltlos einzubekennen, dass wir, 


die Hiiter des hl. Gral und die Bewahrer der 


a ~wahren Schatze des Glaubens, dieser unserer Auf- 


gabe nicht immer gerecht werden, und dass um- 
gekehrt die Konvertiten, soviel sie Grundlegendes © 
und Neues zu lernen und demiithig zu rezipieren 


haben, uns doch auch etwas mitbringen kénnen. 


ts Das 19. und 20. Jahrhundert hat bisher nicht 


1 von Konversionen aufzuweisen wie die 


nden immer wieder Persdnlichkeiten, 


hye 


_ dessen Lebensbeschreibung (mit einem Vor 
_ Keppler, von Rottenburg,) eben erschien 


pecene 


Iter des Barocco und der Romantik. Trotz- | 


ind dadurch richtung- | 
ie tung- 


weisend werden fiir ihre Heimath- und bisheri’ 
Glaubensgenossen. Neben diesen Konversioy 
zeigen sich starker als frither die Reversio) 
von Katholiken, die ihren Glauben verlo’ 
haben, jedoch wieder zu ihm zurtickfinden. 


moderne Entwicklung identifiziert Konversio1 
und Reversionen; sie sind aber nicht dasse 
und charakteristisch von einander unterschied! 
Wahrend namlich die Konversionen in der Reg 
freilich nicht immer, Menschen betreffen, die s 
einem protestantischen Kulturmilieu erst la} 
sam entreissen miissen, sind die Reversionen | 
meist bedingt von einer katholischen Kultur y 
Landschaft, vom Katholizismus im Blute, ki 
vom stein-und fleisch-, form-und kulturgews 
denen Katholizismus. 


Charakteristische Konversionen der letz 
Zeit sind die des “Rembrandtdeutschen” Jul) 
Langbehn (¥* 1907) im Jahre 1900 und sei 
Freundes, des nunmehrigen Dominikanerpat 
Momme Nissen einige Jahre spater, sowie | 
des Beuroner Malermoénches Willibrord Verkz 
im Jahre 1892, deshalb noch so nahe, weil 
erst jetzt in den Einzelheiten bekannt werde 
eine charakteristiche Reversion die des Ost 
reichers Joseph August Lux (1921), der dar 
Hermann Bahr (1909), Richard Kralik, Fra 
Eichert, an die Seite tritt, den Fiihrern der ] 
tholischen Literaturbewegung in Osterreich, | 
alle langere oder kurzere Zeit ihren Glauben v 
loren hatten und ihn dtrch ein Erlebnis, ¢ 
zumeist die katholische Umwelt, in der sie w 
zelten, bestimmte, wiederfanden. Deutlich ze 
sich in den Lebensbildern dieser Manner, y 
der Norden und der Stiden Mitteleuropas si 
von einander unterscheiden. Noch immer ist 
im Grunde der Geist zweier Persénlichkeiten 
Romantik, des hl. Klemens Maria Hofbauer 
Osterreich und der ehrw. Dienerin Gottes An 
Katharina Emmerick in Westphalen, der 
Menschen, die draussen stehen, zur Kirche zie 
Wie ehedem erst der hl. Klemens die deuts¢ 
landischen Konvertiten in Wien zu einer kathe 
schen Einheit zusammenfasste und wie sich t 
das Lager der Nonne von Diilmen die we 
phalischen Romantiker scharten, so wirken ¢ 
Gnaden und Gebete dieser beiden noch imm 
und dort am meisten, wo sie sich die Han 
reichen, wie einst, als sie beide in ihrer Ar 
die Seelen der deutschen Kirchenzerstérer ~ 
berg und Wessenberg rangen.... 


Der “Rembrandtdeutsche” Julius Langbek 


des ihm befreundeten Bischofs Paul 


herausgegeben von seinem Freund und 
dem nunmehrigen P. Benedikt Mo 
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ich die fixe Idee, ein providentieller Reformator 
‘eutschlands zu sein, eben durch diesen Rassen- 
andpunkt, und daher nothwendigerweise fami- 
enlos .und berufslos durch das Leben gehen zu 
ilssen, ein genialischer Nomade, dessen jugend- 
:wegter Lebensstil ebenso Protest gegen die 
-egenwart wie Basis der Zukunft sein wollte. 
vie religidse und ethische Grundhaltung, wenn 
-e auch nicht frei war von Rassenpharisaismus, 
nhrte Langbehn trotzdem immer tiefer in den 
atholizismus hinein. Die Entscheidung brachten 
eine Wiener Jahre (1893/94), die ihn katholi- 
che Kultur und Gesellschaft und die Kraft kul- 
nreller Kontinuitat kennen  lernen liessen 
\Momme Nissen, a. a. O. 214ff.). Franzosische, 
panische, italienische Eindrucke vervollstandig- 
en das Bild. Katholisch geworden schlug Lang- 
lehn seinen Sitz in Sudwestdeutschland auf, in 
ichwaben, Franken, Bayern. Ein erbauliches, in 
ystik und Asketik fortschreitendes Leben fiillte 
ine letzten Jahre. Den Rassenmenschen, den 
Jomaden ausziehen und selbst katholischer Kul- 
urmensch werden konnte er freilich nicht mehr, 
r war zu verstrickt in seine Eigenart, er blieb 
1 seiner Kulturform stecken. Wer immer jedoch 
ein Leben vorurtheilslos auf sich wirken lasst 
md den spezifischen Rembrandtgeist, wie ihn 
ach Momme Nissen noch nicht vollkommen ver- 
eugnen kann, davon abzieht, dem wird der Mann 
-otzdem etwas sein k6nnen, eben durch die 
“ragik seines Menschenthums, durch die Bela- 
tung, die er zwar mitbrachte, durch deren Hin- 
-ernisse hindurch er jedoch zum praktischen Ka- 
nolizismus kam, ein Erbe, das er zwar nicht 
nehr katholisch formen konnte, was die Kultur 
-etrifft, das er hingegen in vorbildlicher Weise, 
1 einem heroischen Kampf gegen die Natur 
einer Rasse bandigte. Der Rembrandtdeutsche 
st Ftthrer als ein Ringender, nicht als ein 
vehrender und Beispielgebender in der Kultur- 
‘nd Lebensform! 


Viel ruhiger und selbstverstandlicher fand 
» Willibrord Verkade O. S. B., dessen Selbstbio- 
-raphie “Die Unruhe zu Gott” im Jahre 1920 
rschienen ist (Freiburg i. Br., Herder, 27.-31. 
‘ausend), in die Kirche heim, wiewohl er nicht 
inmal Christ, nicht einmal getauft war (sein 
Tater war Mennonite). Hollander von Geburt 
st Verkade wohl von derselben Rasse wie Lang- 
,ehn, jedoch von entgegengesetzter Kulturform 
. h. seiner Kultur- und Lebensform nach von 
Jaus aus Romane. Die “Bataver,” die Nieder- 
nder stehen, seit sie in die Geschichte ein- 
raten, der rémischen Kultur freundlich ge- 
rentiber. Der Protestantismus hat sie, dank des 
panisch-ésterreichischen und franzosischen Ein- 
ses und der Nichtzugehorigkeit zum deutsch- 
isch-preussischen System, niemals so ganz 
etzt; die Hollander sind darin den Schweizern 
lich. Die “niederdeutsche” Rasse, von der 
er Rembrandtdeutsche so viel erhoffte, theilt sich 
ich in zwei Gruppen, eine angelsachsisch- 
-siidwestdeutsche und eine skandina- 
sche. Wahtend die erste die 


Sel tee ; ‘ : 
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mantik” (Wien-Innsbruck 1925, Tyrolia) — 


romische Bildung und Kultur an sich erfahren 
hat, von ihr geformt wurde, widerstrebte die an- 
dere diesem Einfluss, liess sich von ihm nicht 
gestalten und fiel daher dem Protestantismus 
nicht nur zum Opfer, sondern wurde auch dessen 
besonderer kultureller und politischer Trager. 
Kine Riickkehr zur Mutterkirche im grossen Stil 
ist daher nur in den ersteren Gebieten ernsthaft 
zu erhoffen. 

In Frankreich und Italien, in der Bretagne und 
im Apennin fand Verkade in der That zur Kirche; 
friedlich und selbstvergessen wuchs er nicht nur 
in den Katholizismus hinein, sondern auch in das 
katholische Priester- und Monchsthum; er hatte 
sich nicht sehr viel umzustellen. Im Kloster 
Beuron (Hohenzollern, Suddeutschland), dem 
benediktinischen Schwesterstift von Maria Laach 
(Rheinland), wurde er der Schiiler des P. De- 
siderius. Lenz ©, S..B. und’ neben: diesem, ein 
Hauptvertreter des “Beuroner Stils’, dieser 
ernsten, benediktinischen, liturgischen Haltung 
in der Kunst, die eine Wiedergeburt der std- 
westdeutschen Romantik im 20. Jahrhundert 
darstellt. 


Noch leichter hat es der Osterreicher Joseph 
August Lux gehabt, dessen “Wanderung zu 
Gott” (Die Geschichte einer Heimkehr) letzte 
Weihnachten herauskam (Paderborn 1926, Ferdi- 
nand Schoningh) ; er war Katholik, Osterreicher, 
Wiener von Geburt aus. Der. Verlust des 
Glaubens ftir den Osterreicher ist zumeist nicht 
nur mit einer Hinneigung zum modernen Leben 
schlechthin verbunden, sondern mit der Hin- 
neigung zur preussisch-deutschen Kultur und 
zum Geist des Nationalismus. “Los von Rom 
ist los von Osterreich”, sagte Erzherzog Franz 
Ferdinand, der Todte von Sarajewo. Der moder- 
ne, liberale und der deutschlandische, nationale 
Einfluss zog demnach auch Lux vom Katholi- 
zismus und yon Osterreich ab. Doch nahm er 
in sein Leben etwas Grosses mit, ein Stiick 
6sterreichischer Personlichkeitskultur: den Wil- 
len zu einem Persdnlichkeitsberuf. Lux rang 
um seinen Lebensberuf als Literat, als Kiinstler, 
und dieser Beruf und seine Logik sind es, die 
ihn doch das katholisch-dsterreichische Funda- 
ment niemals vollkommen verlieren liessen und 
ihn, nachdem er die Welt draussen kennen ge- 
lernt hatte, in die Heimath zuriickftthrten. In_ 
seinen Romanen, die zum Theil Probleme der 
6sterreichischen Kultur- und Kunstgeschichte be- 
handeln, z. B. das Schubert-, Grillparzer-, zuletzt 
das Beethovenproblem, ist Lux der Kultur dieser 
Heimath immer treu geblieben, gerade hier hat 
er, wie die Selbstbiographie feststellt, nichts 
richtigzustellen, d. h. katholisch zu verbessern. 
So ist Lux nur zurtickgekehrt zu den Grundlagen 
seines Wesens, denen sich der katholische Oster- 


reicher, wie jeder Mensch, zwar entziehen kann, 


die ihn dann aber doch zwingen, entweder auch 


die Kultur der Vater, der Heimath preiszugeben, — 


oder sich doch wieder zu besinnen. Luxens 
Romantikbuch “Ein Jahrtausend deutscher Ro- 
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weist, wie stark seine Natur immer im Katholi- 
schen verankert war, es ist ein Bekenntnisbuch 
zur tausendjahrigen katholischen Kontinuitat der 
osterreichischen Kultur: Gothik, Barock, Roman- 
tik! Das Konversionsbuch wieder zeigt, dass der 
Verfasser das mystische Verhaltnis der Seele zu 
Gott im Grunde niemals priesgegeben hat. Die 
Beethovenbiographie (Berlin 1927, Deutsche 
Buchgemeinschaft) rsp. der Beethovenroman 
(ebd. 1926, Richard Bong) endlich lasst erkennen, 
dass Lux entschlossen ist, wissenschaftlich wie 
kiinstlerisch “mit der katholischen Elle zu mes- 
Seme: 

So zeigen sowohl Verkade als auch Lux so- 
zusagen eine normale Entwicklung zum Katholi- 
zismus hin, zum Theil bedingt durch das ka- 
tholische Kulturmilieu, in dem sie wurzeln; 
katholisch geworden sind sie daher sofort in der 
Lage, katholische Werke zu schaffen in Kunst 
und Literatur, sie werden katholische Kultur- 
trager. Der Rembrandtdeutsche hingegen brachte 
eine fremde Kultur in den Katholizismus mit, 
ein Rassenthum und eine Rassenideologie, die 
neben dem Katholizismus nicht bestehen kénnen ; 


er war daher wohl imstande, sein religidses und. 


sittliches Leben in das corpus mrysticum hineinzu- 
bauen, nicht aber selbst katholische Kultur zu 
bauen. Die Veroffentlichungen aus dem Nach- 
lass, die Momme Nissen verspricht, werden 
dieses Bild, das die Biographie bietet, kaum 
abandern konnen. Brachten die deutschlandi- 
schen Konvertiten der Barock und Romantik, 
selbst noch des 19. Jahrhunderts, etwa ein Karl 
Vogelsang oder Onno Klopp nicht nur eine 
solide, sesshafte, familiale Lebensauffassung aus 
dem Protestantismus mit und schlugen sie nach 
ihrer Konversion Wurzel in katholischer Kul- 
turerde, namlich in Osterreich, so stand der Rem- 
_ brandtdeutsche unter dem Druck eines Rassen- 
gedankens, der ihn zum Nomaden und unfahig 
machte, irgendwo sich dauernd niederzulassen. 
Fast scheint in ihm der Geist der Germanen, die 
Rom eroberten, wieder Fleisch geworden, der 
-Helden- und Nomadengeist der “V6lkerwande- 
rung”, der Kulturen zerstérte und dessen Uber- 
_windung erst wieder Kulturen formen liess. 


__ Wir miissen uns klar daritber sein, dass in der 
_ Gegenwart die Konversionen nicht haufig sind 
_ und dass vor allem die Konversionen der fithren- 
Soziologen fehlen, die den Barocco und die 
- Romantik kennzeichnen. Wir wiirden uns nur 

selbst betriigen, wollten wir nicht eingestehen, 

ass wir, das Katholikenthum, selbst daran Mit- 
tragen. Die “Anpassung” an die moderne 


Rr 8 le 


as die Gegenwa 
tke, 


ie listiger Waffenstil 


tellektuell und moralisch nicht immer ir 
ponieren. Es ist zu viel Politik und zu wen 
Asketik und Mystik in unseren Reihen, es ist 4 
wenig Ethos und zu viel Macht- und Geltung} 
streben. Es ist zu wenig Charakter, Treuj 
Prinzipienklarheit, zu viel Hingabe an alli 
Mégliche, zu viel Anpassung und Prinzipienprei} 
gabe. Die Konvertiten sind ein Gradmesser dil 
Intensitat, der Katholizitat einer Epoche! Dz 
sind mit die Griinde, warum Manner vom Rang} 
eines Charles Maurras in Frankreich oder Fried 
rich Wilhelm Forster in Deutschland, vielleich 
die beiden prominentesten K6pfe des nichtk: 
tholischen Europa, die beide “katholisieren 
beide zahlreiche Konversionen bewirkt un 
Apostasien hintangehalten haben, wie sich u 
Einzelnen zeigen lasst, dass sie beide selbst doc 
nicht konvertieren. Es ist nothwendig, dass w: 
diesen Thatsachen ins Auge schauen und dadure 
die Wege finden, die sie uberwinden! 

Dr. Ernst Kart WINTER (Wien) 


EF. W. Foerster uber Franzis- 
kus von Assisi. 


F. W. Foerster schreibt in der “Menschheit’’ vor 
8. Oktober v. J. wie folgt: “Franziskus von Assis 
wird heute von der herrschenden Realpolitik al 
eine holdselig duftende umbrische Blume betrachte 
die mit den grossen Problemen und Aufgaben de 
Weltgeschichte schlechthin nichts zu thun hat. Wi 
aber kam es, dass der grosse Innozenz, ein Weltken 
ner und Menschenkenner erster Ordnung, erschreck 
end traumte, dass der Lateran einstiirzen werde 
wenn ihn der Arme von Assisi nicht mit seine 
Schultern stiitzte? Auch der grosse Einheitsbau de 
Menschheit, an dem wir heute alle arbeiten, wir¢ 
rettungslos krachend einstiirzen und Vo6lkerbun 
und Paneuropa, Eisenkartell und Stresemann unt 
sich begraben, wenn der Geist des heiligen Fran 
kus nicht in neuer Gestalt und Form unter den 
rissenen Vo6lkern und Klassen wieder lebend 
wird. Dartiber lacheln entwurzelte Litteraten, 
weder die obere, noch die untere Welt ken 
weder sich selbst, noch den Mitmenschen g 
melt beschauen und die unerbittliche Folgeru: 
aus dem Geschauten ziehen wollen. Dariiber la 
die auswartigen Amter: Sie leben in dem 
dass ein erhabener Mensch, der von der Ster 
her lebt und redet, in den Dingen dieser Welt ni 
ernst zt nehmen sei. ; "ace oa 

“In Wirklichkeit ist alles Thurmbau zu Ba 
on 


Klassen mehr als 


\ Pioneer Priest, Bishop-Elect 
| ; Perea pes 9 
to His Parents in Bavaria 


While the men and women of the Central 
“erein, who will convene in Philadelphia in Au- 
ust, look upon their voyaging to that city and 
o St. Peter’s Church as a pilgrimage to the tomb 
of the Blessed John Nep. Neumann, it is but 
‘itting that they cherish the memory also of 
ther worthy pioneer priests of our blood who 
abored in the care of the souls of our brethren 
n the early days in Pennsylvania and in Phila- 
telphia in particular. Among these priests is one 
listinguished in various ways: by the early date 
»f his arrival in our country; by his labors for 
whe German immigrants; by his effors to comfort 
the sick of his flock during an epidemic of yel- 
sow fever; and by the circumstance that, had he 
ived a few months longer, he would have been 
vhe first American Bishop of German birth. 


This priest, who died as Bishop-Elect, having 
meen chosen Coadjutor to Bishop Carroll, was 
the Rev. Lawrence Graessel, or Graessl, as he 
signed himself. In the second volume of his 
‘Life and Times of the Most Rev. John Carroll; 
“mbracing the History of the Catholic Church in 
-he United States 1763-1815,” John Gilmary Shea 
nas no less than eight distinct references to 
Father Graessel. From this source we glean that 
the latter came to the U. S. at the request of 
Father Farmer (Ferdinand Steinmayr’) ; that he 
had been a member of the Society of Jesus (until 
‘ts suppression); that about 1787 he was as- 
signed to labor among the German members of 
St. Mary’s parish, whereupon a dissension arose, 
some of the Germans desiring the appointment 
of the Capuchin Father John Charles Helbron’) ; 
that Bishop Carroll in 1789 refers to him as “a 
most amiable ex-Jesuit’’); that in 1791 he at- 
tended the first synod of the extended diocese of 
Baltimore’); that he, “a learned and devoted 
priest, of whose sanctity tradition has preserved 
a most exalted estimate,” had “revived the mis- 
sions in New Jersey, which had been attended by 
the Rev. Messrs. Schneider and Farmer’”) ; some 
facts concerning Father Graessel’s selection as 
Coadjutor-Bishop, Dr. Carroll having forwarded 
his name to Rome “after consulting the oldest 
and most experienced of the clergy’); and his 
death. Shea records that Father Graessel’s 
health was broken, but that, though “stricken 
with a fatal malady,” he had “resumed the active 
work of ministering to the sick’”), Philadelphia 
being one of the places in which the yellow fever 
raged at its worst. ; ; 

While confined to his bed with what he ex- 
pected would be his fatal illness, Father Graessel 
wrote “a touching letter” (Shea) to his parents 
By Shea dnc: p..2702:.2)-ib;.p,- 319 *)- ibs p.. 357. 

ae a5 In >. 409. y Ib. p. 409. 
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in Bavaria. 
“Briefe aus allen Jahrhunderten der christlichen 


This letter was first published in 


Zeitrechnung,” collected and published by 
Bishop J. M. Sailer, of Regensburg, Graessel’s 
teacher and friend, at Munich in 1804. Sailer 
terms it “the crown of this entire collection.” It 
has since been repeatedly reprinted in German, 
the last time, to our knowledge, in the Pastoral- 
Blatt, of St. Louis, in 1919, and at least once in 
English, in the U. S. Catholic Magazine (Vol. 1, 
p. 68)°). We submit our own translation, trust- 
ing that its publication may serve to acquaint our 
readers with the nobility of soul of this pioneer 
priest: 
Philadelphia, June 19, 1793. 

Dearest Father, Mother, Sisters! Poor Brother 

Bernard! 


A thousand greetings from me to whoever of 
you is still among the living! 


I have thought of you, my dearest ones, very: 
often when I wandered through the silent forests 
of America, frequently several days’ journey in 
extent; when like the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness I preached the Gospel to the souls 
scattered in the woods and hungering for the 
word of God, I often thought of my dear enfor- 
ested Ruemandsfelden, the scene of my earliest 
childhood, where my best friends think of me 
and pray for me. I often longed to be there 
again, to see all of you once more in this life; but 
more than wishes would have been necessary to 
carry me oyer the vast ocean into your arms; and 
more: my wishes, thank God, have never been 
directed against the will of God. 


8) Articles on or references to Father Graessel are found 
in Pastoralblatt in 1878, 1881, and 1919, in “American 
Cath. Historical Researches” (Vol. XXI, April, 1904) and 
in “Historical Records and Studies” (Vol. VIII, N. Y., 
1915). In Vol. XXXV., No. 10 (Oct., 1919) of Pastoral- 
Blatt the late Msgr. F. G. Holweck published a biographi- 
cal sketch: “Vater Lorenz Dominik Graessl, Ernannter 
Koadjutor von Bischof Carroll.’ From this source we 
adduce the following data: Father Graessel was born at 
Ruemannsfelden in the Bavarian Forest August 18, 1753; 
entered the Society of Jesus at Lansberg, shortly before 
its suppression; became a close friend of J. M. Sailer, 
whom he followed to Ingolstadt, after the suppression of 
the Society; here he studied philosophy and theology. 
Date and place of his ordination unknown, but he seems 
to have labored for a while in the diocese of Muenchen- 
Freysing; received Fr. Farmer’s urgent invitation in 1786; 
bade farwell to his parents in a letter from London, dated 
August 3, 1787; the illness, during which he wrote the 
letter in question, was not fatal; apparently he fell a 
victim to the yellow fever. To quote: “Day and night, 
while his strength held out, he was prepared to assist the 
sick, to administer the sacraments to them, and to console 
them in their sufferings. He treated Catholics and Prot- 
estants, whites and negroes with equal kindness. Finally, 
in October, 1793, he died, himself a victim to the dread- 
ful scourge.” The exact date of his death and the pre- 
cise place of his burial are not known. Msgr. Holweck 


identifies the prelate referred to in the letter with Bishop 


Sailer. He adds that Fr. Graessel’s brother Bernard was 


-feeble-minded, hence the “Poor Bernard.” Ed. C, B. S. J. 
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However, it was the will of our best Father in 
heaven that I should sacrifice my short earthly 
life for the true welfare of the American Catho- 
lics, and ah! how good, how infinitely good God 
is to His children! He was content to ask no 
more of me than this paltry offering, content 
with my good intention, and now He will soon 
take me from this tiresome earthly pilgrimage 
unto Himself in eternal rest (as with an humble 
heart I hope from His infinite mercy). 


Dearest Friends: I am ill at present, and ac- 
cording to human assumption my days on earth 
will be but few; it is probable that my body shall 
be resting in the silent grave before you read 
this; but we must console ourselves with the 
glorious vision of eternity; there, I hope to God, 
we shall all meet and shall never again be sepa- 
rated from each other. I contracted my illness 
during my last mission, wandering on the sandy 
roads of New Caesarea on a hot summer day. 


Pains in the chest, shortness of breath, a dry 
cough, a fever recurring each evening, night- 
sweats which weaken me greatly—these are the 
effects of the sickness, whatever name it is 
known by. The best of it is, that I shall die 
gladly; death has never seemed terrible to me; 
it is the sweetest consolation for the suffering 
Christian on earth; and who does not suffer on 
earth? It is the beginning of a better life in a 
world where we shall live forever if only we 
strive to place no barriers in the way of his 
friendly visit by our sins. 


Do not expect a long description of our city, 
our country, our nation, etc. You know, in the 
eyes of the dying the whole world vanishes into 
nothing; my sole task is to suffer patiently and 
to die a holy death. I once had many sincere 
friends in the quiet eremitic Gotteszelle (a for- 
mer cloister in Bavaria. Ed.); convey to them 
my last farewell. 

If the pious prelate, aged in solitude and ever 
venerable to me, is still alive, tell him I had been 
grateful to the end of life for his friendship; tell 
him he has all the more reason to congratulate 
me on my death, since lie knows from personal 
experience how weightily the mitre of the prel- 
ate presses down, how heavy is the crozier of 
the shepherd of souls. A friendly death liberates 


me from this terrible burden. 


This seems mysterious to you; I must explain 


it. We have but one Bishop in the great, wide- 


Q 


lung States of America; were he to die, another, 
ected by the clergy, would be obliged to travel 
Europe for his consecration. Therefore the 
e allowed the election of a Coadjutor Bishop, 
ho in the course of time should succeed the 
The election took place in the beginning 


Nothing c¢ 


{ 


urb me more 
ver, 


ould dist 
hh 


garding this new institution. 


consider all requests for admission beca: 
smallness of our quarters, and most o 


-and they chose—dear Parents !—your — 
awrence; I was to be made Bishop this | we shall be dmit applican 
numbers than ee 


The while my name, place of birth, etc., ha 
been sent to Rome, so that the Pope might a 
prove of my election, I shall leave this whd 
world to rest eternally after the sufferings of n 
short earthly pilgrimage. See, this is anoth) 
reason why death seems so sweet, so desirak 
to me. I would indeed have gladly taken up tik 
heavy burden of an American Bishop, but 
would always have had reason to tremble in vie) 
of the grave responsibility and because of ni 
meagre talents; a dim little lamp may perhaj 
illumine a dark cell; but what if it is placed & 
the high altar of a great, beautiful cathedral- 
what will be the result? There is no need fi 
further explanation. 

Farewell, then, all of you, forever! Friends | 
my heart! pray for me, that God may strengthe 
me in my last struggle. I pray for you at a 
times. 

Faithful unto death and loving you sincerely, 

Your 


LAWRENCE. 
Addressed to: 
Herrn Lorenz Graessl, Saddler, 
In the Village of Ruemandsfelden, Bavari 


Cluny, A One-Time Benedictin 


Monastery in Southern Illinois 
LG 

In the Legende, edited and published by F 
Oswald, he describes Cluny Monastery as follow 
(Vol. I., June, 1893, p. 385): ~# 

“Our Legende has already attained a circulatio 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and even acros 
the waters. Along with the increase in the numbe 
of readers there has also been a gratifying gro 
of interest in the home of our publication. Thi 
is Cluny Monastery in southern Illinois, about 50 
feet above the level of the Gulf of Mexico, situate 
in 37 degree, 10 min. northern latitude and 89 deg 
western longitude from Greenwich. The communit 
owns 800 acres of land, of which, however, but. 
small part is under cultivation. A sizable buildit 
providing quarters for 50 persons, was occupied 
the monks toward the end of March of the Pp 
ent year; it will be enlarged by an addition bef 
the end: of Spring. 4 

“The founding of this monastery, which has it 
own noviciate, was confirmed by papal decree 
August 30, 1892. In Number 3 of the Legen 
article, entitled ‘Cluny’, gave some information 


_ “Since that time a number of inquiries have b 
received, including some from prospective 
dates for the Order. Unfortunately we cot 


quiring had to be put off to a futur 
limitation has now been overcom ind 
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‘mote corner of southern Illinois, where so few “This is in brief a reply to the question: What 


titholics live? Of what service can they be in 
vuny, ‘buried in the forest’? On what will they 
»bsist? Would it not be more practical for them 
establish their monastery nearer to a populous 
ty, or at least near a larger parish, where they 
ould render assistance in the care of souls and 
wuld also expect a larger number of students ? 
“Questions of this sort seem so self-understood 
our excessively practical, not to say materialistic, 
ve, so utterly a postulate of practical sense, that 
ly reply that would deviate from the prevalent 
vame of mind, and would not advocate the pursuit 


an immediate and directly perceptible result, 
vould be classified as an idealistic dream. One 
sould remember, however, that the ideal, upon 


which the trend of opinion in our age looks with 
ach evident disdain, has, in the last analysis, a 
,ore substantial groundwork of truth than has the 
sractical, and that it has at least the same justifica- 
yon as the latter. But, setting that aside: In Cluny 
“e pursue aims as practical as those striven for 
-sewhere, although we do not profess the same 
»ractical’ creed as that so aptly characterized by 
Weber in ‘Dreizehnlinden’ in the lines: 

Naught but figures shall have value, 

Naught but power, cogs and levers; 

Burn all else as worthless rubbish, 

Burn it in the power-furnace! 

“In what manner we are practical here in Cluny 
nay be illustrated by the following answers which 
’e give to the questions already advanced in the 
ame order: 

“Here in our Cluny, as in every other Benedictine 
nonastery, the inmates are classified in three dis- 
net groups. They are: (a) the monks properly so- 
walled, who are either priests, clerics, or cleric- 
ovices; (b) lay brothers, or candidates for—lay 
‘rotherhood; and (c) stttdents or pupils, who in- 
end to enter the priesthood. 

“Every morning at 3:40 o’clock the monks (not 
he pupils) arise from their plain beds; at 4 o’clock 
Matins, the Morning Office, begin in the choir, 
‘nd Lauds are added, followed by meditation, 
whereupon high-mass is sung. At Prime, the first 
srayer of the day, the martyrology is also chanted. 
After breakfast some prepare to give instructions, 
the others attend to their daily tasks of various 
-inds. Fach one knows precisely his daily duties 
‘or each hour; the moment he hears the sound of 
lhe bell, he knows what it signifies; just as the 
oldier is advised of what is expected of him by the 
-oll of the drum or the blast of the bugle. There 
s this difference, however, between monks and sol- 
liers; with the latter fear is the chief motive of 
»bedience, while the monk acts from love of God 
nd expects an eternal reward for the sacrifices he 


akes. 

“Vespers and Compline are chanted daily in 
luny. Incidentally, it may be remarked that the 
ing and publishing of this Legende constitutes 
appreciable part of the activities of the monks 
uny; then, too, that the lay brothers, under 
‘tion of a priest experienced in farming, pro- 
daily bread by their. labor in field and 


é 


are the Benedictines doing in Cluny? From this 
answer one may readily glean that the solitary and 
isolated location of Cluny, ‘buried in the forest,’ 
is excellently adapted for the quiet occupation of 
the monks, which requires a certain amount of un- 
disturbed collection. 

-““Now to the second question: Of what service 
can the Benedictines be at Cluny? 

“We are indeed not unaware of the fact that no 
man lives for himself alone, that no man dies for 
himself alone; and we have no desire to test the 
truth of the words of the poet: 

If you serve your selfish nature 
Solely, none will ever thank you, 
You will starve and in the end will 
Die disgusted with your meanness. 

“Each has his duties toward everyone else with 
whom he lives as well as toward the entirety of 
which he is a part. As far as Cluny is concerned, 
we can adduce several considerations illustrating 
that, according to common opinion, each is of serv- 
ice to the country and its people. Thus the in- 
habitants of Cluny are engaged in agriculture, they 
raise wheat and other grain. According to popu- 
lar opinion this is the most necessary occupation, 
and the greater the number of individuals engaging 
in agriculture, the better for the country as a whole. 
Therefore we in Cluny are occupied in at least one 
pursuit which is considered of service. 


“Further, the inhabitants of Cluny give instruc- 
tion in various branches of knowledge without com- 
pensation other than the reward they may receive 
from God. Pupils come to them from near-by and 
afar. They are not.only instructed but are edu- 
eated, and that on the only correct basis, the re- 
ligious basis. Above all we endeavor to bring the. 
pupils not only to an understanding, but also to 
a love of the teachings, the truth of which they 
have learned, to an appreciation of them and to 
their observance in practice. We strive to con- 
vince our pupils, as soon as possible, that Cluny, 
like every truly Catholic institution of higher learn- 
ing, is a nursery of religion and moral dignity, of 
decency and diligence and reasonable order. If all 
those residing in the house observe the same order 
the individual is, as it were, borne along by the 
whole. In the course of time the pupil discovers in 
his own person how sweet is the performance of 
duty coupled with self-denial and how light is the 
yoke of the law, as we have been emphatically as- 
sured by the Savior. This religious and moral 
training of character, founded on a long-approved 
discipline, a training which bridles the youthful 
carelessness of the pupil, prevents so many ex- 
cesses, and prepares him so effectively for his future 
calling—could this work be achieved more easily 
and more safely in the midst of the many and great 
temptations and attractions of the large city than 
in the holy solitude and seclusion of a world-re- 
moved cloister? Never! ag 
“Thus our Cluny has achieved another meritori- _ 
ous and practical work, 


_ “Again, the conventual life, lived according 


Nites 


| 
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the rule of St. Benedict, based on the Evangelical 
Counsels, is followed as a vocation. ‘This means 
nothing else than that the Cluniacensians endeavor 
to imitate the poor, humble, and beneficent life, 
dedicated to God, of the Savior. Surely no prac- 
tical Christian will venture to deny the great prac- 
tical value which a vocation of that sort, as ex- 
emplified in a well ordered monastery, is adapted 
to render to the Church and to society. One need 
but be reminded of the colloquy of the Lord with 
Abraham, regarding the saving of Sodom, which 
would have been possible had but a few just men 
been found in that wicked city. How great must 
not the intangible effects of the prayer of pious 
religious be for an entire neighborhood! 

“Another credit mark for Cluny; something done 
that is not utterly unpractical! 


“Now a word concerning the last question: What 
means of subsistence have the Benedictines in 
Cluny? 

“To this we reply: Above all the Cluniacensians 
adhere to the Rule of St. Benedict which says (chap. 
48): “They are then true monks when they live 
by the labor of their hands as did our Fathers, and 
also the Apostles.’ This expression of our Holy 
Founder is based on Holy Writ: ‘In the sweat of 
thy face shalt thou eat bread’ (Gen. 3:29). This is 
our heritage from our first parents. Since we can- 
not decline this heritage we accept it cheerfully 
and, in the end, fare quite well in this regard. The 
spiritual compensation alone is a rich reward for 
all toil and sweat. For manual labor hardens and 
helps subdue the animal nature in man and so pre- 
vents the victorious uprising of the flesh against 
the spirit. It breaks the false pride of the heart 
and holds ambition in leash by placing man on 
an equal footing with the great majority, who are 


‘ compelled by poverty to render humble and even 


menial services and to lead a life of poverty. But 
enough of this. 

“Ad rem: The inhabitants of Cluny intend ‘to 
help themselves.’ But at the same time they trust in 
the word of the Lord who reprimands us if we are 
anxiously troubled and inquire what we shall eat 


_ and what we shall drink and wherewith we shall be 
_ clothed. On the contrary, we aré convinced that 
it is good to follow the admonition of the Savior 
_ to ‘seek first the Kingdom of God and its justice’ 

_and that ‘all things will be added unto us.’ In prac- 
tice the Cluniacensians interpret this to read: Keep 


the Rule and the Rule will keep you. 

“Finally, there is the view to be corrected that 

1s necessary for the vocation of a priest, be he 
ilar or a regular, to labor in a parish or in 

of souls. It has, indeed, been customary 


of Cath 
ngs of the ¢ 


this 


| Boston, in June, 1925, shed an interest 


or the religious to look after the needs | trospect: they 
. li . y eres 3 i fea 


g in the immediate | ,¢. 


~ 


way of exception, but if they make this their 1 
cipal object they are failing in the fulfilmen) 
their vocation. | 

“If history teaches us that the Benedictines § 
ried the torch of the Gospel to so many people} 
likewise shows. that these missionaries ae 
combine in a masterful manner the strictest pq 
ble observance of the rule of the Order and 
conventual seclusion with Apostolic activity; | 
as they proved in most evident fashion their ]} 
regard for the rigorous conventual life by c 
fully cultivating it in converted lands. 

“Nowadays, and in this neighborhood, conditi 
are different. Our Cluny makes no pretensef 
being, nor has it an occasion to be, an advance | 
of faith and civilization. Nevertheless its ac! 
ities toward the outer world are not confined to 
Legende and its dissemination, for from time) 
time the Fathers are invited to conduct retré 
in religious communities, to assist in parochial w 
and to conduct missions, which, for the pres: 
they can undertake only for small parishes. 

“What success Cluny will have in the educa 
of priests rests with the future, for the appro 
plan of studies provides for a course of tw 
years, and it is wise not to praise the day bef 
sunset. We trust that by means of these rep 
satisfactory proof has been given that the fears 
tertained by our friends are not based on facts. | 
our part we cannot refrain from expressing ¢ 
deep and sincere thanks for the friendly inter 
shown our undertaking, and from pleading m 
earnestly for the preservation of this kindly 
terest. 

“Those, however, who are interested, are her 
advised that from now on we are prepared to. 
ceive a larger number of pupils, as well as of you 
desiring to become Brothers.” is 

P. Peter, O. S. a 


The Spirit of the Old Benevole 
Societies — - 


Few of the present generation sufficiently | 
preciate the services rendered the cause oO. 
ligion and charity by those humble Bene 
Societies, which were the sole constituents o! 
C. V. in the beginning, during the formati 
riod of the Church in our country. a 
_ Some passages of historical interest, contz 
in the Souvenir published on the occasion o: 
“Diamond Jubilee of St. Vincent’s Soci 


j 
| 
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both on the fortitude of the pi 
founded those organizations, an 
ness and readiness for sacrifices. 
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e Central Verein and Catholic Action 


\fficers of the Catholic Central Verein of America 


‘sident, Charles Korz, Butler, N. J. 

st Vice-President, Henry Seyfried, Indianapolis, Ind. 
ond Vice-President, Joseph Schaefer, Springfield, Ill. 

cording Secretary, Frank J. Dockendorff, La Crosse, 

1 Wis. 

rr. and Financial Secretary, Frank J. Dockendorff, 
502 14th Str., La Crosse, Wis. 


sasurer, George Korte, St. Louis, Mo. 


ecutive Committee: Rt. Rev. F. X. Unterreitmeier, 
Evansville, Ind.; John L. Sebald, Baltimore, Md.; 

| Nic. Kluetsch, Chicago, Ill.; H. Dittlinger, New 

Braunfels, Tex. The Major Executive Committee 

includes the Honorary President of the C. V., the 

Presidents of the State Leagues and the President 

: and Spiritual Director of the Catholic Women’s 
Union; 


on. President, M. F. Girten, Chicago, Ill. 


Communications intended for the Central Verein 
suld be addressed to Mr. Frank J. Dockendorff, 502 
ch Str., La Crosse, Wis. 


4ll these works, of which Catholic laymen are the prin- 
.al supporters and promoters, and whose form varies 
-ording to the special needs of each nation, and the par- 
ular circumstances of each country, constitute what ts 
nerally known by a distinctive and surely a very noble 
me: Catholic Action or Action of Catholics. 

Pius X. 


Fundamentals of Christian 
Solidarism 


To render the possession of riches lawful from 
_ ethical standpoint, they must not only be justly 
quired, but rightly used. A man speaks of his 
nd, his goods, his money. They are his in a quali- 
.d sense. Absolute ownership springs only from 
eation. We are not absolute owners: we are 
ewards, usufructuaries, trustees. The right of 
‘vate property is conditioned by the duty that it 
could be made a common good for the community 
hich validates and protects it. Can we say, as we 
ok around us, that this duty is adequately ful- 
led? I confess that the paeans raised in the news- 
upers and elsewhere over the prosperity of Eng- 
nd’), fill me with a feeling akin to despair. Eng- 
nd a prosperous country? Ah, no! The true 
st of a country’s prosperity is not the super- 
younding opulence of the few, but the substantial 
ad rational comfort of the many. A man 1s pros- 
rous when he possesses the means, not of bare 
bsistence, but of leading his life in security and 
mfort, according to his position; of developing 
sul and body; of bringing up his family decently. 
nd a prosperous country is the true account of 
1e people as a whole. The most prosperous nation 
not the nation which has most manufacturers, 
ost millionaires, the largest imports and exports. 
‘he most prosperous country is the country which 
1) Idola Fori was published in 1911, before the decline 
"prosperity caused by the war. Ed. 
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has the least pauperism. ‘The rational distribution 
of wealth is of far more importance than its ac- 
cumulation. The conviction is deep and widespread 
in England, as well as in the United States of 
America, that the existing distribution of wealth 
is, to a large extent, irrational. 
WILLIAM SAMUEL LILLY, 
in “ldolas Kori 
* Ok 

And it is a true conviction. Socialists are well 
warranted in holding it and in preaching it. But 
their remedy is futile. Acts of “arbitrary” spoli- 
ation, the throwing upon the owners of realized 
property, and upon the larger incomes, an “un- 
fair” share of the burden of taxation (to go back 
to Mill’s adjectives) are utterly inexpedient be- 
cause they are sovereignly unjust. The order 
of reason must be observed if we would make 
things better instead of worse. 

For man consists in reason. He alone of 
all the animals has perception of justice and 
injustice; he is, in Aristotle’s phrase, an ethical 
animal; and by ethics I mean the science of nat- 
ural morality, indicating what is right and wrong, 
as befitting or unbefitting a rational creature. 
And as man consists in reason, so also does the 
State: “the inner ground of its existence,” Las- 
son has well said (System der Rechtsphilosophie, 
p. 296), “is man’s endowment of reason, which is 
the most distinctive part of his manhood.” Now 
assuredly it is not reasonable that the relation of 
the wage-earner to the wealth which he helps to 
produce should be such as to give him no recog- 
nized right of any kind in the product of his own 
labor. It is not reasonable that we should find 
boundless luxury at one end of the social organ- 
ism and hopeless pauperism at the other. It is 
not reasonable that great corporations should 
dominate whole fields of industry, holding the 
workers in economic slavery, and the consumers 
in a thraldom hardly less galling. All this is 
contrary to the true conception of the State as 
an ethical organism, rooted and grounded in 
those eternal principles of right which constitute 
the moral law. And to the general loss of that 
conception many—indeed most—of the economi- 
cal evils from which we suffer are due. 

WILLIAM SAMUEL LILLy, ibid. 
i poe di Sy ae 


They are the result of that political atomism 
which the French Revolution introduced into the 
world: a doctrine substituting the individual for 
the family as the social unit: self-interest for self- 
sacrifice as the law of action: the will, or rather 
whim, of a numerical majority for the rule of 
eternal justice. In the elimination of this essen- 
tial principle of the French Revolution lies the 
best hope—it is a far-off hope—of remedying the 
economic woes of the civilized world, of the heal- 
ing of the nations from their grievous wound. 

WittAM SAMUEL LILLy, ibid. 
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Patience Necessary 

The American Labor Legislation Review quotes 
from a letter of “a wise man, now eighty-four years 
of age and one time President of a great Univer- 
sity,’ to explain the slow progress made in the field 
of Labor Legislation. It says: 

“The prerequisite educational work is at once scientific, 
technical, practical, and popular, and will inevitably be 
slow because of the human inertia to be overcome. It 
involves the growth of scientific opinion, usually cautious 
and hesitant, the growth of public opinion, usually inert 
and sluggish, the working assent of laborers on whom new 
restraints must be laid, the concurrence of managers on 
whom new cares are to be thrown, the co-operation of 
owners on whom new expenses are to be imposed, the en- 
lightenment of legislators of whom new enactments are 
to be required, and the inspiration of public officials on 
whom new duties are to be placed.” 

The same general thought applies to our own en- 
deavors. There is much “prerequisite educational 
work” of the same character to be done. Change 
the words “laborers,” “managers,” “owners,” “leg- 
islators,” etc., to “members,” “societies,” “officers,” 
and the whole paragraph applies to our movement. 

Many are impatient at the seemingly slow prog- 
ress—or even deny all progress of our work. “To 
restore al] things in Christ” is, however, even more 
difficult than to secure just labor laws, as it affects 
humanity in all its relations, and not only in the 
economic realm. And if patience is prayed for in 
the latter, how much more is it necessary in the 
former? Patience and persistency, and trust in 
God, must eventually bring the morn of a brighter 
day. D. 


Lacking the Quickening Spirit 

Mr. Colston E. Warne has written a valuable 
study on “The Consumers’ Co-Operative Move- 
ment in Illinois,” recently from the press. Care- 
ful research marks this work which treats of 
some of the most unique developments in that 
movement in our country. What renders the 
situation studied so singular is the promotion 
and growth of the ill-fated “American-Rochdale” 
system, the chief characteristic of which is that 
it was largely based on societies (e. g., labor 
unions) rather than individuals as units of co- 
operative organization. ‘This vagary of co-oper- 
ation was once characterized by Emerson Harris, 
an authority on Co-operation, as a sorry substi- 
tute for the true article, as a product resembling 

co-operation as “near-beer’” resembles beer. 
There is in this study more than one observa- 
tion that would apply to other movements as 
_ well as to co-operative societies. One of them 
deals with the causes of decline of a number 
__ of once prosperous units in Illinois, and is sub- 
 stantiated _by authoritative information. Mr. 

Varne writes: = 

“When a society has lost the propagandist spirit, its 
hel ed paucee #8 remain pee or uy decline, 
Manager is in e, di ior 
y followed. The Wetrutre ee ce 
_in 1922, when members thought there 
n. The Girard Co-operative So- 


suppo 
tere 
{ae 


_“The Peace of Christ in the Reign of Christ.” T 
: Study Course in particular was devoted to the pr: 


Cardinals of the Church and other distin 


istic Congress, came to Springfield to hono: 
convention; there they, and we, paid honor 


ponent of conciliation, and, at the mome 


ers fell away after difficul- | 
The Auburn Co-operative 
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Society saw the advance of chain stores and dissc) 
a relatively prosperous business. A similar situié! 
existed for an oil workers co-operative store at Wi 
River. At Worden the co-operative supporters ha’ 
lost enthusiasm that they permitted the solution o} 
local society, then a branch of the Central States} 
ganization. Indeed, nearly all the branches of the | 
tral States Co-operative Wholesale Society present! 
problem of local support which resulted in the diss} 
tion of many local enterprises.” *) | 

In these instances, the loss of “the prd 
gandist spirit” brought on the doom of socie) 
which had the advantage of offering their m 
bers substantial savings; which, in other wo} 
were sources of economic benefit. If the Dp! 
ence of the right spirit is proven so necess| 
under such conditions, how much more ned 
Sary is it not for a movement such as ours, wh 
the chief purpose is an ideal one? Many of { 
societies do indeed offer economic adyantag| 
yet the sickness and death benefit does not ex 
the same appeal as do the frequent and regi} 
savings on daily purchases of commodit 
Therefore, in all of our societies and in the I 
trict and State Leagues as well as in the nati 
wide movement, it is the right spirit that is n 
essary to keep alive, strengthen, prosper < 
render effective our movement and our 
deavors. While the absence of this spirit y 
mean inanition, sterility and death. 


Towards a Catholic American Movement fo 
International Peace 

At our Allentown convention (1924) the C. 

and the Central Bureau placed the deliberations a 

pronouncements of the entire meeting and the 1 

tures and discussions of the Study Course under 1 

programmatic demand voiced by Pope Pius X 


tcal question of international conciliation and pea 
the Rev. Doctors Engelen, Bruehl and Muench, 
known to our readers, setting forth practicable 

siderations for approach to amity between natio1 
Before and since that time, in Press Letters, < 
ticles published in Central Blatt, in the Free Leaf 


on “The Kingship of Christ;” in resolutions of co 
ventions, the participation of American Catholics. 


efforts for peace between the peoples and n 
of the world has been consistently urged. In J 
1926, the first major American Catholic p 
demonstration for peace was arranged by our 
ganization and conducted under its auspices, w 


visitors from abroad, having attended the E 


memory of Lincoln, the outstanding Ame 


Conference on Ideals of Peace, strove to 
undwork c 
for i 
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( Conscious of the duty of that minority which we 
fepresent, we were and are eager to arouse it to 
irudent and persevering action in the cause of 
seace. We hoped, too, to see a more general move- 
vent in the same direction arise in our country. 
‘his hope has met with substantial encouragement 
mrough the preliminary efforts, leading up to the 
Vashington meeting, on April 21, of the Catholic 
‘ommittee on International Peace, and the Con- 
verence itself, including its deliberations and the 
irmer organization of that committee. On the day 
szamed this body adopted a Constitution and By- 
.aws and elected officers. The latter are: 

i Rt. Rev. Bishop Thomas J. Shahan, Honorary Presi- 
vent: Martin T. Manton, New York, President; Kev. 
Aoorhouse F. X. Millar, S. J., New York; Wm. Franklin 
sands, Washington; Rev. Charles Miltner, C. S. C., Notre 
Dame, Ind.; F. P. Kenkel, St. Louis; Dr. Herbert F. 
Wright, Washington; Miss Anne Dill Gamble, York, Pa.; 
tev. Dr. John A. Ryan, Washington, and P. H{ Callahan, 
)ouisville, Vice Presidents; and E. Francis Riggs, Wash- 
negton, Secretary. 

The constitution sets forth as the aim of the or- 
yanization to “study, disseminate and apply the 
orinciples of natural law and Christian morality to 
mternational problems of the day,” and designates 
1 number of specific methods of approaching this 
embracing purpose. Catholics interested in the im- 
sortant task proposed will wish this venture God- 
speed; those not yet interested should be aroused 
-o the significance of the movement and the prob- 


‘em it strives to approach. 
ok K aK 


Catholics in general are at present devoting 
zreater attention to the questions and problems of 


nternational peace. Just four weeks previous to 
‘he meeting held at Washington, and referred to 


above, an equally remarkable demonstration was - 


neld at Paris. One of the most distinguished and 
zifted members of the hierarchy in France, Rt. Rev. 
Eugene Julien, Bishop of Arras, presided over the 
meeting, and speeches were delivered by various 
eading Catholic public men. The Bishop himself 
insisted most strongly upon the need for a new 
spirit of internationalism throughout Europe—a 
doctrine which would have scandalized many 
French Catholics a generation earlier—and gave a 
practical significance to the otherwise indisputable 
doctrine that international relations must be gov- 
erned by the “Catholic conceptions of justice and 
right and brotherhood.” The Jesuit, Pére de la 
Briere, speaking with unrivalled knowledge and eru- 
dition on such matters, pointed to the great effect 


the League of French Catholics for International 


Mare Sangnier, the famous leader of Catholic Re- 
publicanism in France, urged the necessity of dis- 
arming the minds of all peoples by eliminating racial 

red, and M. Zirmheld, President of the Federa- 
ion of Catholic Trade Unions, spoke of the con- 
ion toward international peace that had been 
by the Catholic trade union movement in 

ies. Srbaneleie 7c 


ipon public opinion which had been achieved by | 


Justice, in support of the League of Nations. M:! 


cial’ or charitable tasks, submit reports and re- 


Penny-Pinching vs. Wholehearted Co-operation 


It has often been claimed that one reason for 
the unpopularity of many of our societies is 
their habitual penny-pinching. In our own ex- 
perience we have heard this complaint very fre- 
quently, and we have often felt that young men 
in particular, who have had some association in 
the business world of our day, are bound, if they 
should chance to attend a meeting of a certain, 
common type of societies, to be disgusted with 
the pettiness of numerous members and _ the 
picayunish manner of handling the question of 
dues and other financial matters. At least one 
priest of our acquaintance absented himself for 
a long time from the meetings of the Benevolent 
Society attached to his parish because, as he 
said, the members invariably wasted a lot of 
valuable time and energy debating whether ‘or 
not they should send out notifications at all, 
should send them out on post cards or as letters, 
and if so, as first-class mail or as printed matter. 


Whether that specific condition is fairly gen- 
eral or not we do not care to discuss; yet the 
fact remains that on the whole but very few of 
our societies of men, or even the District Leagues 
for that matter, show any noticeable skill or 
willingness to raise money, even for their own 
organization endeavors, to say nothing of chari- 
table undertakings of their own or such as they 
might undertake to sponsor or assist. If we set 
aside the generosity displayed toward the 
stricken people of Central Europe there are very 
few instances of active, enterprising and large- 
hearted generosity left. 


This attitude is in striking contrast with that of 
many of our local (parish, city or district) 
branches of the Catholic Women’s Union. A 
large percentage of the city branches are en- 
gaged in some charitable task that demands con- 
stant efforts, time and money, and in all these 
cases the members give all three required items. 
We know of no city or district group of the 
Women’s Union which, conducting regular meet- 
ings, fails to co-operate in some charitable under- 
taking. In various instances the sums handled 
for these charities as well as for organization 
purposes are substantial. Those of our readers 
who are also subscribers to the Bulletin of the 
Cath. Women’s Union will have noted that 
month after month reports of these branches con- 
tain references to works demanding sizable sums, 
which sums are raised by the members. 


As an illustration in point—and by no means 
as an exception, for there are other organizations 
that achieve very creditable results—we present — 
the financial record of the February and March 
meetings of the St. Louis branch of the Cath. _ 
Women’s Union. And let it be understood in 
advance that their meetings are always of edu- A 
cational value also, an excellent lecture usually — 
being delivered, while no less than five or six) we 
active committees, pursuing as many specific so- 


y 


oy, 


we. 
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ceive instructions for further activity. T’o sum- 
marize the financial transactions: 


February meeting: A newly affiliated society con- 


tributes $17.50 for the proposed home for incurables; 
$43.81 is raised at the meeting for this purpose; the 
committee in charge of a quilt award brings in $773.00 
for the same fund, which is now over $2,200.00. ‘Two 
societies donate $10.00 each for the support of St. 


Elizabeth Settlement. Total receipts at the meeting: 
$854.31, of which sum $834.31 go to the fund for the 
proposed undertaking. The meeting votes $25.00 to- 
wards the Peters Pence of the C. V. and the C. W. U. 


March meeting: annual dues received, $337.10; con- 
tributions for the proposed home for incurables, $345.46; 
balance of monies on quilt award, bringing the total 
up to $794.00; contribution from a friendly society, not 
affliated, to be used in connection with work in Ma- 
ternity Ward of City Hospital, $91.59; contribution for 
support of Settlement, $10.00; towards Peters Pence, 
$7.00; subscriptions for the Bulletin, $7.00. $20.00 voted 
to Social Center in St. Joseph parish. 

Analysis of these figures will show that the 
net receipts at these two meetings amounted to 
$1,673.46. All of which was raised without a 
euchre or any other sort of entertainment, the 
quilt award being the only source of revenue 
other than out and out donations. 


There is no occasion at this time to go into 
details concerning earlier achievements of this 
organization of women. Nor would it be fair to 
assume for a moment that the St. Louis group 
of women is altogether exceptional in the meth- 
ods they employ and the financial results they 
obtain. Nor yet is the assumption permissible 
that the members are relatively or absolutely 
wealthier than are the men we have in the ranks 
of our men’s societies in almost any of the cen- 

_ters in which our organization has representa- 
tion. All of these suppositions would be er- 
roneous. ‘The answer to our problem: how does 
it happen that the women are so generous in 
time, labor and money, while the men have so 
little to show for their “Vereinsarbeit”? does not: 
lie in this direction. Rather it is that the women 

_ are led to activity and generosity by a spirit 

which all too many men lack. The women love 
the work they are engaged in and are determined 
to see their organization strengthened and to see 
achieve something that will spell service in 
€ cause of the Church. They wish really to 
ngage in Catholic Action, and they display re- 
able initiative and persistency in promoting 


e€ 
Does the thought never occur t 
God will hold them Ae ib 


The Waiting Harvest in the Mission Field: 


The reading of mission letters is not a pleasai 
task since in doing so one is constantly reminded } 
the fact that the priests and Sisters on active dul 
at the front find themselves hampered in the 
efforts by a lack of means, and must forego t} 
harvest because of the indifference of their c| 
religionists at home. Writing from Kabugay 
Apayaw, Mountain Province, Philippine Islanc 
Father M. Vanoverbergh, whose valuable contrib? 
tions to Anthropos have revealed him to be an al 
curate observer of the religious conceptions ar 
mores of the Pygmies, tells us, under date of Fe 
ruary 6 of this year: 

“I have a mission here which is entirely new and in o1 
of the remotest corners of the Philippines, where 1 
priest ever set foot. It was started a year ago, and tl 
people are really very kind, but what is lacking is tl 
means to keep native helpers or catechists; because ve 
ourselves have barely enough to live, and notwithstandir 


all possible sacrifices, it is hard to make both ends c 
the year meet.” : 


| 


* * X* 


Just a few weeks later a Maryknoll Sister, ste 
tioned at Gishu, Korea, a registered nurse entruste 
with the task of conducting a dispensary, an ol 
people’s home, and, if possible, an orphanage in th 
town mentioned, tells the Bureau: 

“We have an Old Folks’ Home consisting of some tw 
dozen aged men and women, drawn out from among th 
cornstalks and the highways and byways into the shelte 
of at least the ordinary Korean home, and are doin 
some catechetical work and home visitation of the sick 
This latter phase of our work is most consoling, as i 
leads us to, and opens doors for us where otherwise w. 
could never gain an entrance. While the religion of thes 
people is largely devil-worship, their faith in us is re 
markable, and with their faith in our western medi 
knowledge, comes the gift of the true Faith.” : 

The same Sister writes that her little communit: 
is most anxious to create a refuge for orphan chil. 
dren; these could be obtained, but they dare noi 
proceed because the means to conduct even the mo st 
primitive hospice of that kind would overtax their 
meagre resources. So for the present these Am ri 
can Sisters must restrict themselves to pre-empting 
little orphan girls by cutting off their tresses, 
thus virtually claiming them for their own. 

What a terrible thought that, while our missi 
ers, who have given up so many things dear 
both natural man and the Catholic man and wor 
born and raised in such cultural environmet 
our own, must permit golden chances of wir 
souls for Christ to slip from them, million 
thoughtless Catholics, young and old, squ 
told sums on nonsensical or even injurio’ 

to them: 


Ca! 


é 
* 
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sere is not the slightest hope of receiving even 
me seminarian able to pay a cent for tuition. It 
; therefore our seminary is certainly one of the 
very poorest.” 

. As those of our members, who have taken the 
ains to read our Annual Report, know, the Bu- 
seau has been entrusted with a number of burses, 
cach of them intended to assist a student to study 
sor the priesthood. They were founded by a chari- 
ble woman, who is desirous of seeing her example 
mulated by others. One of these burses is held in 
rust for the very seminary from which Fr. Anselm 
‘rites us. 


Endeavoring to Assist the Missionaries 

Our endeavors to promote co-operation with both 
ihe missionaries among the Indians and the Mex- 
sans in our country was recently assisted by Mr. 
eter Trost, of Peru, Ill., President of the Cath- 
vlic Union of that State, who procured from the 
wastor of St. Joseph Church of his city a set of 
painted, well-framed Stations of the Cross, which 
wad recently been replaced by a new set. It was 
pur task to discover a future home for them, a 
vhurch sufficiently large and substantial for Stations 
mf the size such as those placed at our disposal 
sre. In answer to our communications, we were 
old that the Fathers at St. Francis Mission, 
30. Dakota, were constructing a church from con- 
-rete for one of their missions and that they would 
se only too glad to obtain the Stations for it. Mr. 
Peter Trost attended to the crating and shipping, 
saying the charges from Peru to destination, the 
amount of which he donated for various charitable 
purposes. 

The Bureau is at all times willing to receive 
articles, both new and used, which may be -serv- 
‘ceable in mission chapels. Since we are in con- 
cact with many missioners the world over, we al- 
ways know of some mission lacking vestments and 
other similar articles necessary for divine service. 


“A Chapel for the Hospital at Fort Sam Houston! 


How.many of our members remember, or have 
ever realized, that the C. V. is supporting the 
Catholic Chaplain at Fort Sam Houston, San An- 
-onio, Texas? 

Acknowledging a recent money remittance, Rev. 
Chas. O’Gallagher, the Chaplain, writes us: 

“Our hospital (which usually contains about 600 pa- 
tients, Ed.) is overcrowded and there have been many 
Heaths lately. Moreover, all the army camps around San 
Antonio want me to bury their dead. Since they intend 
o demolish all of the war-time wards at the hospital, we 
hall lose our chapel. So I am going to make the effort 
f my life to obtain a well-built structure, worthy of the 
urpose to which it is to be dedicated.” . 
The Southern Messenger recently printed the fol- 
lowing information regarding this important un- 
ertaking : 
“The Rev. Charles O’Gallagher, chaplain of the Fort 
m Houston Station Hospital, recently purchased a lot 
n new city block 3855, on Army Boulevard, facing the 
tation Hospital, and immediately adjoining the nurses 
arters, for the sum of $1,640. On this site, ideal for 
purpose, a brick chapel will be erected at a cost of 


y 


approximately $10,000. While the building will be dio- 
cesan property, it will be used as a chapel for the nurses, 
doctors, patients and soldiers of the Station Hospital.” 

It is hardly necessary to state that we would be 
glad to receive contributions for this noble cause 
from individual members or societies affiliated with 
dee (OR WES 


Central Bureau Endowment Fund 

Patient devotion brings results. During April the 
Bureau received a check for $18.00 for this fund 
from Mr. Raymond Gottsacker as Secretary of St. 
Boniface Society of Sheboygan, Wis. This sum 
represents the ninth contribution of the society 
toward the Endowment, and brings up their total to 
the handsome amount of $304.60. Year after year 
the officers of this society have held the obligation 
of the members toward the fund before them, and 
as a result sums ranging from $16.20 upward to 
$92.63 have been forwarded at intervals to this 
cause. This achievement is truly gratifying, since 
it indicates an enduring interest far more remark- 
able than would have been displayed had the so- 
ciety, in a one-time outburst of enthusiasm, con- 
tributed the total sum in a lump. 

He eR 


The Nord-Amerika of Philadelphia reports Mr. 
Hermann Spiegel, President of the Lehigh Valley 
League of the C. V. of Pennsylvania, to have sent 
$595.50 to the Financial Secretary of the latter or- 
ganization for the fund. This contribution is made 
up of $100 each from Miss A. Uhl and her sister, 
Mrs. Detrixhe, solicited by Rev, A. Fretz, of Beth- 
lehem; $200.00 from St. Aloysius Young Men So- 
dality in Bethlehem ; $50.00 from Rev. A. Korves, of 
Easton ; $100.00 from Rev. Ch. Saas, of Lehighton ; 
$12.50 from Mr, Philipp Binder, East Mauch Chunk, 
and $33.00 from the treasury of the Lehigh Valley 
League. This group had previously made substan- 
tial contributions to the fund. The items recorded 
are undoubtedly an encouragement to the officers of 
the State League, who are conducting a campaign 
to raise the balance due from their organization. 

* 2k ok 


On the occasion of a visit to the Bureau, Mr. 
Anton Spaeth, of Decatur, Ill., and his sons, Otto, 
of St. Louis, and Bernard, of Davenport, Iowa, con- 
tributed a total of $125.00 to the fund. 

ee eee | 


Members of the clergy and individual laymen are 
again well represented among the contributors. 
Those listed for the month are Rev. N. N., in Illi- 
nois, $105 Rev. C. Brockme‘er, Neier, Mo., $5; 
Rev. J. Frommherz, Cecil, O., $1; Mr. Jerome 
Risch, San Leandro, Cal., $2; Mr. W. A. Send, 
Detroit, $2.50; Frank Rebstock, St. Louis, $5; Mr. 
Frank J. Kiefer, Philadelphia, $3; Mr. N. N., Wis- 
consin, $25, and the Messrs. Spaeth, already men- 
tioned. 

Se ; ae 

St. Hubertus Verein, Chicago, adds $10.00 to its 
previous contributions. Undoubtedly, the conven- 


‘tions of the State Leagues, to be held soon, will 
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Ap | 
elicit new efforts at least among some of the so- Day Nursery, down to the 13 baptisms arrar} 
cieties. for, these figures prove the presence of a cry 

demand for charity which, we fear, is being sf 
A Resume of Three Months Labors at the Day ously neglected where similar endeavors are not} 
Nursery ing conducted. : 


a : eee f 

A fair test of the service rendered by St. Eliza- I 
beth Settlement and Day Nursery may well be made With the C. V. and Its Branché 
by a summary of activities covering a three-month i 


; Convention Dates 
period. The totals presented in monthly reports 


are readily forgotten, and comparisons between va- Cath. Central Verein of America and C) 
rious months would lead into treatises of greater Women’s Union: St. Peter’s parish, Philadelp) 
length than our publication permits of. The fol- Aug. 20-24. 
lowing grouping of the figures for the first quar- State League of Kansas: Herndon, May 4-6. | 
ter of 1927 causes one consideration to stand out Cath. Central Verein of Wisconsin and Cj 
boldly: that there are but slight fluctuations in the Women’s League: Racine, May 8-10. | 
demands on the Sisters and the Social Visitor at Cath. Union of Mo. and Cath. Women’s Uni] 
our institution; that the routine, which has long | St. Peter’s parish, Jefferson City, May 15-17. 
been such as to tax their strength, has been prac- St. Joseph State League of Indiana_and Ci 
tically equally heavy over the three months. Women’s Union: Mishawaka, May 15-17. 

This fact is indicated by the average attendance Cath. Union of Illinois and Cath. Womé¢ 
of children in the Day Nursery, which is 71, almost | Union: St. James parish, Decatur, May 29-31. 
the identical figure it had been during the October- State League and Cath. Women’s Union of No 
January period of 1926. The figures referring to | Dakota: Karlsruhe, June 21-22. 
families are cumulative also, showing for the Cath. Central Verein of Connecticut and Cz 
months in question practically three times as many | Women’s Union: New Britain. ; 
families as for any one preceding month of last Cath. Union of Ohio and Cath. Women’s Uni 
year. They are: Akron, June 26-28. 

Continued cases: 112 families, with 242 children; new State League of Texas and Cath. Wome 
with 12 children; closed cases. 3I families, with Gorenr, | Union: Muenster, July 23-25. 
dren; active cases: 122 families, with 260 ‘children. Cath. C. V. of Pennsylvania and Cath. Wome 

Other items of record bear out the same consid- to ak Reece with C. V. of America 
eration: the activities rarely fall below a high aver- : re 
age. The figures for January, February sd March Cath. C. V. of New York and Cath. Wome 
ee Union: Troy, September 3-5. 

Lunches: Served to Nursery ‘children, 2,418; to chil- Cath. Central Verein of New Jersey and 


dren attending school who have no one to cook for them Women’s Union: Paterson, September 17-18. 

at home at noon, 2,313; total 4,631, of which 559 were 

served free of charge. é 
Visits of the physician, 15; children taken to Dental On the eve of his departure for a brief Sojou 


Clinic of St. Louis University, 40; taken to Medical Clinic, i i : 
TSOP thee paren eae in Europe, Rt. Rev. John S. Mies, pastor of 


4 Employment secured for-10 persons. . John Evangelist parish in Detroit and Moderator 
Visits paid families in connection with Settlement work, the Catholic Forum of that city, was one of 


37; to hospital and families in connection with visitation ests of honor at a banquet arranged by the « 
of Maternity Ward of City Hospital, 62; to Central te Se 3 se f 


\ 


Bureau for conference purposes, 11; conferences at Set- Ba oe the Michigan State Leagu es The elevation 
tlement with Director of Bureau, 6; letters written per- ather Mies to the rank of Domestic Prelate to 4 
taining to case work, 31. Holiness Pope Pius XI, and the decoration of h 


one handled : heey ae 75, of which 6 were | H. A. I. Andries with the cross “Pro Eccles 
those of unmarried mothers. In connection with the case ee 4!) : z 
work arrangements were made by the Social Worker for Pontifice” was the occasion of the celebration, 


13 baptisms and the validation of one marriage. was attended by His Lordship the Bishop of 
Distribution of clothing: 877 partly worn garments; troit, Rt. Rev. M. Gallagher, and the Hon. Joh 
pe per garments (infants’ layettes) ; 126 pairs of partly Smith, Mayor. ‘These distinctions — having 
Extern poor aided, 19, — awarded the two C. V. leaders on the recom 
_ Thus this center of charity and social service | tion of the Bishop, His Lordship, when calle 
continues at a regular, resource taxing-rate to serve | for an address, declared! he had selected Msgr. | 
_in the rehabilitation of families. Illuminating de- | and Mr. Andries for papal honors because, ac 
would illustrate both methods employed and | ing to The Michigan Catholic, “he had alway 
s achieved. This simple compilation of figures | them loyal to the core and zealous for the p1 
uffice, however, to show quantitively the en- | of Catholic movements. He hoped 


gaged in and, what is by no means of | Mies would return from his trip 


nce, the opportunities for service de- | vigor and plans for 
on. It is this latter feature we have Ss enc} 
1 o Sey our members, 


em tor item, from | 


CENTRAL-BLATT AND Social JustickE, May, 1927. 63 


s also attended a number of conventions of the 
) V. and various Study Courses arranged by the 
ntral Bureau. Mr. Andries will be remembered 
» many of our members as Chairman of the local 
iwangements committee for our Detroit Conven- 
yn in 1922, as well as for his connection with the 
nimme der Wahrheit, which ceased publication 
me years ago. 


‘The affiliation of Holy Name societies with our 
tate Leagues and the C. V. is to be wished for. 

fact, efforts should be made towards that end 
erever such societies have come into existence. 
-e consider it fortunate that the Catholic Union 
| Ihnois has recently been able to admit to mem- 
stship the Holy Name Society of St. Augustine’s 
irish, Chicago, with 325 members. The broad 
ppe of our endeavors, and the fact that the 
‘ Y. is the foremost champion in our country of 
rat Catholic Action which our Holy Father, Pope 
us XI, has so much at heart, are sufficient argu- 
ents to extend in favor of such affiliation when 
dicitng a Holy Name Society. 


\A recommendation of the Executive Committee 
( the State League of Indiana, recently in session 
Terre Haute, was carried out according to the 
«ter and spirit by the societies in Indianapolis. 
ne committee named had urged the reorganization 
existing District Leagues and the organization of 
w leagues, whereupon the Rev. Didacus Gruen- 
bltz, O. F. M., pastor of Sacred Heart parish, 
_dianapolis, agreed to call a meeting and to federate 
e local societies. This was done on Sunday, 
pril 10. 
.At the meeting Fr. Didacus explained the purpose of 
District League, whereupon Rev. Humilis Zwiesler, 
F. M., of Sacred Heart parish, delivered an address 
“The Church and Social Service.” Mr. Hy. Sey- 
»ed followed with an address on the history of the C. V., 
y. Didacus speaking on “Social Reform and the Duty 
- Catholics.” Mr, Jos. Hoch, Richmond, President of the 
rate League, and Mr. Ed. Dietz, Past-President, spoke on 
State organization and the coming convention. A 
tsical program was offered and two films were shown. 
.e temporary officers, who will probably continue to func- 
m, are J. Olias Vanier, President, and C. J. Kunz, Sec- 
lary. 


!The C. V. is fortunate in having a number of 
‘cieties of young men in its ranks, who enter into 
spirit and co-operate loyally. One of these is 
. John’s Young Men’s Society, of Sheboygan, 
lis., which commemorated the fortieth anniversary 
its founding on April 24. This occasion was 
‘ebrated in a fitting manner. Following upon the 
urch services in the morning, a meeting was held 
‘the afternoon, at which 30 young men were en- 
led as members. A banquet rounded out the day’s 
jebration. Among the expressions of congratula- 
n read on this occasion was a message from Mr. 
. Korz, President of the C. V. 
The Rey. F. Dreis, Pastor of Holy Name parish, being 
istmaster, the following speakers addressed the gather- 
: Mr, Frank C. Blied, Madison, President of the C. V. 
sconsin (Duties of Young Men in the World To- 
); Hy. A. Schmitz, Appleton (The C. V. and Cath. 


Social Action) ; several other visitors spoke briefly. Among 
the guests were Rey. F. Pichery, Spiritual Director of the 2. 
District League of. the C. V. of Wisconsin, and several 
officers of the League and and of near-by societies. 


The local commitee at Decatur, Ill, in charge of 
the arrangements for the General Convention of the 
Cath. Union of Illinois and the Cath. Women’s 
Union, have issued a cordial invitation to the Rev- 
erend clergy and the affiliated societies. The con- 
vention will be held in St. James parish, May 29-31. 

His Lordship the Bishop of Belleville, Rt. Rev. Henry 
Althoff, will pontificate on Sunday morning, while the 
Bishop of Springfield, Rt. Rev. James A. Griffin, will ad- 
dress the public mass meeting on Sunday evening. Rey. Dr. 
A. J. Muench, of St. Francis, Wis., will deliver the sermon 
on Sunday morning, and an address in the evening. Rev. 
F. J. Ostendorf is pastor of St. James; Mr. Louis Schuer- 
mann, President of the local committee, and Mr. Anton 
Spaeth, Secretary. 


Regarding Our Latest Brochure 

Almost two thousand copies of our most re- 
cent brochure, “The Death of the Cross,” were dis- 
posed of within a fortnight after publication. On 
their part, a number of Catholic periodicals have 
commented favorably on it. Among them Ave 
Maria, of Notre Dame, Ind., which says: 

“Our Lord’s Passion, approached from the physiological 
point of view, is the subject of a timely brochure “The 
Death of the Cross,” by Doctor E. Le Bec, Honorary Sur- 
geon to St. Joseph’s Hospital in Paris. This unusual essay 
(reprinted from The Catholic Medical Guardian) is ably 
translated by Miss Rose Schuster. The vivid Fifteenth 
Century crucifixion, used as a frontispiece, and illustrations 
of the Stations by Gebhard Fugel, help to make “The 
Death of the Cross” appropriate for ‘Lenten devotion. 
Central Bureau of the Central sae St. Louis, Mo. 

* 


‘In The Fortnightly Review, of St. Louis, the 
editor, Mr. Arthur Preuss, declares: 

“We hasten to recommend to our readers, before the 
passing of the Lenten season, the latest “Timely Topics” 
brochure of the Central Bureau of the Catholic Central 
Verein “The Death of the Cross” ... While the mental 
anguish of Our Lord has often been made the subject of 
meditation, this brochure for the first time presents a dis- 
tinguished surgeon’s description of the physical tortures 
that led up to and caused the death of Jesus on the Cross. 
Its perusal will help us to realize the appalling tortures 
accepted by the Son of God and endured by Him for the 
love of mankind, until His vital energy was utterly ex- 
hausted. 2. en 3 


From the office of the editor of St. Peter’s Mes- 
senger, of Muenster, Canada, we have the follow- 
ing communication on the brochure, signed by Dom 
John HablerOvSsnk: 4 j ie 


«., You are to be congratulated on the excellent little 
work, which should certainly appeal to all by its neat 
make-up. Illustrated pamphlets, I believe, ought to enjoy 
wider circulation than the ordinary pamphlets. The short 
review will find a welcome corner in a later issue. We 
shall be pleased to do our bit in this way for the promul- 


gation of good literature.” i 


The Mount Angel Magazine says editorially : 

“For the first time in its history the Central Bureau of 
the Catholic Central Verein has issued an illustrated 
brochure. It is very timely, as it deals with Christ’s Death 
on the Cross, a favorite subject of meditation for the 
faithful in Lent. ‘The brochure is a translation, by Miss 
Rose Shuster, from the French. The author, Dr. E. Le 
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Bec, a well-known Paris surgeon, deals with the sacred 
passion of Our Lord, in particular with His death on the 
Cross, from the physiological point of view. Handsomely 
illustrated, with a realistic frontispiece (the Crucified 
Savior, by Mathias Gruenewald) and a set of Stations of 
the Cross (by Gebhard Fugel), the brochure should 
find a ready sale through the pamphlet rack.” 
* OK OK 

The author, Dr. Le Bec, has expressed appre- 
ciation over the selection of pictures chosen by 
us. Writing from Paris he says: 

“The illustrations are perfectly adapted for the text. 
That is especially true of the picture on the cover.” 

Mathias Gruenewald, the greatest realistic 
painter of his time, the beginning of the 16th 
century, is so little known that the illustration 
chosen was virtually a revelation to many. 


Generous Support for Our Library 


A priest, Spiritual Director of one of our State 
Leagues, visiting the Bureau last summer, convinced 
himself of the need for shelving for our library. 
Shortly thereafter he placed part of the proceeds 
of a life insurance policy, payment of which had 
come due, at our disposal for this purpose. We 
have thus been enabled to procure oak shelving for 
some four thousand volumes. 


The generous contribution of this Father, four 
hundred and fifty dollars, not proving quite suffi- 
cient -for the purpose, we have since added to this 
particular account $25.00 received from Rev. A. 
Mayer, St. Louis. With this addition it was pos- 
sible for us to pay for practically the entire new 
equipment, leaving only slightly more than $25.00 
which we had to take from general funds. 

True interest in the Bureau’s endeavors will in- 
evitably result in such co-operation as has been ex- 
tended in this instance. And while not very many 
‘of our members could do what has been done by 
these priests, a large number could contribute books, 
brochures, pictures and clippings to the library. The 

photograph of a pioneer priest, the lithograph of 
one of our old churches, some early pamphlet is 
as acceptible as a gift of money. 


9 Our Loyal Legion 

While renewing his subscription to our monthly, 
. Frank J. Kiefer, Philadelphia, has again sub- 
ribed for a copy of Central Blatt and Social Jus- 
ce to be continued to the Free Library of his city. 
ie rounded out $5.00 by adding $1.00, a donation 
) the Bureau, “to assist in combating the bad 
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_ the matter of amusements. 


| ity parish, St. Louis, of which Rev. 


Maternity Act furnished him, the Monsignore 


writes: 

“I take this occasion to not only thank you for your 
courtesy in sending to me with great promptness tne 
desired information, but particularly to express my 
appreciation for the work of the C. B. Little valuable 
and correct knowledge concerning the activities of the 
political and social agencies, etc., in the U. S. would 
be ours, if it were not for the untiring efforts of the 
C. B. What a pity that our Catholic people so little 
avail themselves of your offices! Happy, but unfor- 
tunate dreamers!” 

y * Kk * 

The Catholic chaplain in one of the universi- 
ties of the South, who recently became ac- 
quainted with the Central Bureau, its program 
of Social Reconstruction and our monthly, devoted 
to that cause, writes us: 


“I am very much interested in your program of 
Catholic Action and Social Justice. It is destined, if 
carried out generally with courage and zeal, to be our 
greatest missionary lever to move the world and the 
worldly to a consideration of the claims of Chris- 
tianity.” 


Miscellany 


In an article contributed to The Messenger of the 
Sacred Heart (May issue), devoted to an exposi- 
tion of the General Intention of the Apostleship of 
Prayer for the month, the Bishop of Cleveland, Rt. 
Rev. Joseph Schrembs, treats of “Home Life 
Modeled on the Holy Family.” The treatise deals 
in part with the exercise of parental authority in 
His Lordship writes in 


part: 


' “It is a very common opinion today that the only way 
to make children happy is to indulge them, to let them 
have, and let them do, everything they like. This is 
fundamentally wrong ... God’s authority must be ex- 
ercised today preeminently in the control of the recrea- 
tions of the growing family. n 
of the attack of the immoral propaganda against the real 
atmosphere of the home is to be found in the charact : 
of our amusements. They are replete with sex and s 
appeal; they glorify vice, they despise virtue; they a 
phosphorescent with the glamor of hell.” : 


One of the large Fraternal organizations that 
have quite a number of branches affiliated with 1 
C. V. are the Catholic Knights of America. 
society commemorated its Golden Jubilee 1 
Church services and secular celebrations in 
places throughout the country on Sunday, 
an important celebration taking place in H 
Jos. L 
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nan twenty-five millions of dollars, contributed in 
nonthly payments by unselfish men and women from 
eir savings and, in thousands of cases, from their 
leager carnings.” 


The C. K. of A. has also a Ladies’ Division. The 
bupreme Officers are: Rt. Rev. Joseph Chartrand, 
Sishop of Indianapolis, Supreme Spiritual Director ; 
Yr. Felix Gaudin, New Orleans, Supreme President ; 
Norman FE. Patrick, Indianapolis, Supreme Vice 
President ; Hy. Siemer, St. Louis, Supreme Secre- 
ary; H. J. Wuennenberg, St. Louis, Supreme Treas- 
nrer; Chas, F. Pich, Chicago, A. H. Bernard, Cold- 
water, ©., and Wm. Bauer, Little Rock, Ark., Su- 
preme Trustees; Leo P. Young, M. D., St. Louis, 
supreme Medical Examiner. 


Quite a number of Courts of the Cath. Order of 
*oresters belong to the C. V. . For this reason 
ihe presentation on April 27 of a gift of $50,000 
oo the Rt. Rev. Thos. J. Shahan, Rector of the 
“ath. University of America, by this society will be 
n item of particular interest to our members. The 
ift was pledged by the International Convention of 
mie Order; it is a votive offering to the Shrine of 
Mary Immaculate now in process of erection at the 
“ath. University. The presentation took place in 
he presence of the members of the American hier- 
rrchy assembled in Washington at that time. 

A tablet in memory of the members of the Order who 
were killed or who died in the Great War will be in- 
stalled in the Shrine. More than 10,000 members of. the 
. O. F. served under the colors, of whom 382 lost their 
ves. Although their insurance contract with the Order 
hight have been forfeited on account of the hazard of 
evar service, the society elected to continue the protection 
£ the soldier and sailor members, and paid nearly $400,000 
> beneficiaries of the deceased service men. Assessments 
otaling more than this amount were levied on the mem- 
ership to cover these benefits. 


An item sent to the New York Times from Nor- 
istown, Pa., announces the death on March 28, of 

e Rev. Daniel I. McDermott, rector emeritus of 
st. Mary’s parish in Philadelphia, at the age of 83. 
“he deceased was the author of our double penny- 
eaflet 18-19: “The Why and Wherefore of Pa- 
»ochial Schools.” ‘This leaflet presented the text of 
- address delivered by Fr. McDermott on Nov. 3, 
913, at the dedication of a parochial school at 
Reading, Pa. 

The report published in the New York paper desig- 
sates the deceased as a “widely known reformer,” and 
oncludes: “Noted for his vigorous crusades against 
rime and political corruption, Father McDermott de- 
-oted much of his long career as a priest to service in 
vhe coal regions of. Pennsylvania.” 


The death on Mareh 22 at Pittsburgh of the 
Most Rev. Archbishop John Francis Regis 
anevin, one-time Bishop of Pittsburgh, removes 
r the ranks of the American Hierarchy an 
inent churchman and a warmhearted friend of 
endeavors. On various occasions the late 
late expressed his interest in our work in 
rd and by contributions. 
of the latest expressions of his appreciation of 


a 


wing for five years in advance, the copy to 


e sending of a check for $10.00, utterly unso- — 


d as subscription. for Central Blatt and Social |  Joering, all of St. Louis (various articles). 


be sent to Carnegie Free Library of Braddock, Pa. 
I his was in December, 1926; the deceased was at the 
time residing in McKeesport. 


The Spirit of the Old Benevolent Societies. 
(From page 56.) 

“This undertaking had every appearance of realization. 
Shortly after the Parish had purchased a site for a new 
church on Tremont Street the St. Vincentius Verein ac- 
quired two wooden dwellings on Ivanhoe Street adjoining 
for the purpose of founding an Orphan Asylum and con- 
necting it with the Church. 

“This project of a new Church was eventually abandoned 
for weighty reasons, and the two dwellings were sold. 

“On April 6. 1857, a special meeting was called by Rev- 
erend Father J. B. Cattani, S. J., Rector at that time, who 
stated that the schoolhouses on Suffolk Street were likely 
to be lost by foreclosure of mortgage. 

“The meeting voted without debate to advance the Holy 
Trinity Parish the sum of $500. It is to be noted that at 
that time the entire capital of the treasury was $1,000, con- 
sisting of $800 in the Sick Benefit Fund, and $200 in the 
Widows’ and Orphans’ Treasury. 

“At a quarterly meeting, on December 1, 1862, a request 
was presented by the Rector, Reverend Father Ernest A. 
Reiter, S. J., in which he inquired in what manner the St. 
Vincentius Verein would participate in the erection of the 
new Church, on the site it now occupies. It was voted to 
place at his disposal $500 from the treasury of the Society. 

“When the new Church had advanced to the point of in- 
terior furnishing, the St. Vincentius Verein also voted to 
donate $300 for a stained glass memorial of St. Vincent 
de Paul, which was inserted in the first window of the 
Lucas Street side.” 


Books Received for Review. 


‘ Engelhardt, Fr. Zephyrin, O. F. M., San Gabriel Mission 


and the Beginnings of Los Angeles. Mission 
San Gabriel, San Gabriel, Cal., 1927; 

Fuller, Raymond G., Fourteen Is Too Early. Some Psy- 
chological Aspects of School Leaving and Child 

: Labor. Natl. Child Labor Comm, N., Y.7.1927; 

Husslein; Rev. -J.,. S.-J....Gedeand > Caesar, (Nw Yoeinhe 

America Press; 

Religious Survey 1925-1926 (Official Bulletin of the Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame, Vol. XXI, No. 4.), 
Notre Dame, Ind., 1926; 

Baldwin, Summerfield, The Catholic Negotiation 1717-1719 
(Benedictine Historical Monographies I.), Wash- 
ington, D. C., 1926; 

Betten, Francis S., S. J., St. Boniface and St. Virgil. A 
Study from the Original Sources of Two Sup- 
posed Conflicts (Benedictine Historical Mono- 
graphies II.), Washington, D. C., 1927. 


Gifts in Kind d: 
were received during the past few months from the 


following: 

Clothing, shoes, etc.: Mrs. L. Bender, Jersey City, N. J.. 
Miss M. G. Brady, Maywood, Ill.; Immaculate Concep- 
tion Parish, Maplewood, Mo.; St. Peter’s Parish, St. 
Charles, Mo.; A. J. Ockenfels, Ratcliff, Ark.; Miss P. 
Weissgerber, New York City; M. S. Cremer, Peoria, Ill.; 
St. Joseph Parish, Wilmette. Ill.; A. Wochner and A. A. 
Rothmann, Bloomington, Ill.; M. Schmitt, Miss Mary 
Voss, Mrs. J. Joering, Miss A. L. Singer, Miss C. Ewers, 
Mrs. H. Stroer, all of St. Louis. 

Mission articles, candles, etc.: St. Joseph Parish, Peru, 
Tll., per Peter Trost, one set of Stations (forwarded di- 
rectly to a mission) ; Miss Mary Voss, St. Louis (blanket, 
linen for bandages, 6 cinctures, 1 prayerbook, candles) ; 
Misses Dorothy and Adele Greven, Chicago (39 rosaries 
and a large assortment of lace, cloth for cassocks, braid, 
ribbon, etc.); N. N., St. Louis (3 cinctures); Mrs, M 
Bonner, Miss Louise Hoehl, Miss Hattie Simon, Mrs. J. 


(To be continued.) 
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Aus dem C. V. und der C. St. 


Das Komitee fiir Soziale Propaganda: 

Rt. Rev. G. W. Heer, Prot. Ap., Dubuque, Ia. 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dr. Joseph Och, Columbus, O. 
Chas. Korz, Butler, N. J. 

Rev. Theo. Hammeke, Reading, Pa. 

Rev. Wm. J. Engelen, S. J., Toledo, O. 

Rev. A. J. Muench, St. Francis, Wis. 

Joseph Matt, St. Paul, Minn. 

H. B. Dielmann, San Antonio, Tex. 

F. P. Kenkel, St. Louis, Mo. 

Die Central-Stelle befindet sich zu St. Louis; alle 
Anfragen, Briefe, Geldsendungen, usw., fiir die Central- 
Stelle oder das Central Blatt richte man an 

Central-Stelle des Central-Vereins, 
3835 Westminster Place, St. Louis, Mo. 


Ein Ei um Gottes willen gegeben, solange der 
Mensch lebt, ist ihm niitzlicher, als ein Dom voll Gold, 
welches er erst nach dem Tode giebt. 

Sel. Albert der Grosse. 


Pfarrsystem und katholische Aktion. 


Von neuem betonte der Central-Verein seinen 
Standpunkt gegeniiber dem althergebrachten Pfarr- 
system in einer von der Generalversammlung zu 
Cleveland angenommenen Resolution. Er stellt sich 
darin auf den Standpunkt, dass die ihm ange- 
schlossenen Vereine nach wie vor enge Beziehungen 
zu den betf, Pfarreien aufrecht erhalten sollten. Die 
jiingsten Ausfithrungen des hochwst. Erzbischofs 
Dr. Franz Kordac von Prag tiber den gleichen Ge- 
genstand, enthalten in einer Unterredung mit dem 
Vertreter der “Prager Presse,” beweisen, dass der 
C.-V. auch im genannten Falle, wie in so manchen 
anderen Fragen, das richtige getroffen. Der 
hochwst. Erzbischof erklart namlich: 

“Geschichtlich ist das Laienapostolat so alt wie 
das Christenthum selbst. Bei fortschreitender Aus- 
breitung des Christenthums von den Bischofssitzen 
aus auf das breite Land ist die Organisation des 
Pfarrsystems fiir die Civilisierung Europas von 
ungeheurer Bedeutung geworden. Der Pfarrver- 
band bildet das Wurzelwerk, womit die aus dem 
Senfkorn zum Weltbaum herangewachsene Kirche 
in den Herzen der Menschen und dem Leben der 
Volker gefestigt worden ist. Durch diese wunder- 
bare Einrichtung erhalt jeder einzelne Mensch an 

| der Kirche einen festen moralischen Rtckhalt, und 
; gleichzeitig werden alle Ejinzelglieder zu_ einer 
Familie geeinigt. 
“In der Neuzeit, nach der Zerstorung der mit- 
telalterlichen Theokratie und nach Befreiung der 
-irdischen Lebensordnung nicht blos von der 
kirchlichen Hierarchie, sondern auch nach deren 
Loslo6sung von Gott durch eine Sittenlehre ohne 
Religion und eine Rechtslehre ohne Sittlichkeit, 
_verweisen die letzten Papste seit Pius IX. bis zu 
Pius XI. auf die nichtpolitische und tberna- 

_ tionale Thatigkeit des ersten Apostolats der 
kirche, durch welche die romanischen, ger- 
nischen und slawischen Volker Europas die 
chaft der Kultur der romisch-griechischen 
als Mitgift in die Wiege der neuen west- 
en Kultur erhalten haben. Daher die 


ler Organisation des Hilfs- 


die Hierarchie der ganzen Welt, | 


organs der katholischen Aktion nachzuahmen 
Wozu Pius XI. in Italien mit personlichem 
Beispiel vorangeht. 

“Die Krisis der sozialen Frage und die Frage 
der Vereinigung des Ostens und Westens aw 
gemeinsamer Grundlage einheitlichen Christus: 
slaubens, wie es in den ersten Jahrhunderten des 
Christenthums der Fall war, fordert diese nicht 
politische und  tbernationale Thatigkeit ge 
bieterisch, wenn wir der innern Selbstzersetzung 
der materialistischen Gesellschaft und der Welt 
revolution der Anarchie entgehen wollen. Dahes 
bildet die Grundlage dieser Organisation die 
Anlehnung an das Pfarrsystem. In jeder Pfarre 
soll der Pfarrer das Haupt dieser katholischer 
Aktion bilden, welche orientierend und sys 
temisierend auf alle schon bestehenden nicht 
politischen Organisationen einwirken soll. Di 
Durchfithrung dieser Thatigkeit bleibt mithiz 
der autonomen Leitung der schon bestehender 
Oragnisationen gewahrt, unter denen die cari 
tativen den Vorzug haben.” 

So Erzbischof Dr. Kordac, dessen Darlegunges 
auch fiir die Organisation der Caritas von grosse: 
Bedeutung sind. Im tbrigen handelte der Cen 
tral-Verein, als er die erwahnte Resolutior 
annahm, nicht nur im Finklang mit seinen Tradi 
tionen, sondern auch, und vor allem, in Uberein 
stimmung mit den von ihm _ vertheidigter 
Grundsatzen der Organisation der Gesellschaft 
Wie die Familie im Staate, so ist die Pfarrei nn 
jener einzig volkommenen Gesellschaft, de 
Kirche, die Zelle, deren Bedeutung nicht unter 
schatzt werden und deren Funktionen nicht un 
terbunden werden durfen. 


Sohn und Tochter der Kirche, voran! 


In seiner Pfingstpredigt beschwort uns der erst 
Papst Petrus, wie wenn er heute lebte: “Lass 
euch erretten von diesem ganz verdorbenen G 
schlechte!’’ Soll es mit der Welt besser werden, s 
muss es zuerst mit uns Christen selbst besse 
werden im gesamten Denken und Handein, ange 
fangen von dem freundlichen Benehmen gegen di 
Waschfrau und dem ehrlichen Verkauf eine 
Paares Schuhe bis hinauf zur Politik und Predig 
Denn wir mussen der Welt das Christenthum, da 
sie verloren hat, wiederbringen und es ihr da “uu 
zeigen in seiner Erhabenheit und Schénheit, in ; 
seiner Segenskraft. a 

Wir miissen dem Staat und der Gesellscha 
damit sie sich neu gestalten konnen, auf j 
Gebiet unsere katholischen Gedanken und Kr 
zur Mitarbeit darbieten. “Das ist die unge 
Aufgabe derer, die getauft und gefirmt sin 
Gottes Reich auf Erden verbreiten sollen. Wie 
einem Krampfe winden sich die Volker. Ach, | 
haben ja das Sehnen nach Frieden und Gliick nic’ 
gestillt, die Manner von Versailles und ; 
Orten, ihre Machwerke schaffen nur neue V 
tung, neue Leiden. Helfen kann 
Geist, der seine Kraft ausstréme 


by 


lebendigen Glieder der Ki 


| Erneuerer. ar 
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Sammlung fiir Sioux-Gebetbuch findet 
erfreuliche Forderung. 
‘rmuthigend ftir die mit der Fithrung der 
‘St. Beauftragten ist der Umstand, dass jedes 
1 ihnen unternommene gute Werk auf viel 
cen Willen trifft. Insbesonders auch bei den 
-estern. 


60 veranstalteten, ohne jede Anregung un- 
serseits, mehrere Lhochw. Herren Kollekten zu 
msten des Fonds, aus dem wir die Druck- 
tten und das Binden der Gebetbicher in der 
cache der Sioux bestreiten mussen. Bereits 
29. Marz sandte uns Fr. Steiger, Pfarrer der 
_Josephs Gemeinde zu Earling, Ia., $61.00 als 
rrebnis einer am yvorhergehenden Sonntag fur 
aannten Zweck aufgenommenen Sammlung. 
rth «mehreren Tagen wtberwies er uns noch 
jige spater eingelaufene Gaben, welche die Ge- 
itsumme auf $64.75 brachte. 
tbenfalls als Ergebnis einer Kollekte em- 
agen wir von Rev. Bede Witzig, O. S. B., Le- 
, N. D., $15.00 fur den gleichen Zweck, und 
ar ist diese Summe umso hoher einzuschatzen, 
il die Farmer in Nord Dakota im allgemeinen 
gere Jahre hinter sich haben. 
Mit zum Theil bedeutenden Einzelbeitragen 
heiligten sich ein Bischof und eine ganze An- 
hl Priester an der Sammlung. Es schickten der 
thwst. Bischof Chartrand, Indianapolis, Ind., 
0.00, und die genannten hochw. Herren _fol- 
ade Summe: 
ey. Clestine Sander, O. S. B., St. Meinrad, $1; Rev. 
‘Wieneke, Marine, Ill., $2; Rev. W. Nellen, St. Fran- 
’ Wis., $1; Rev. B. Drath, Belpre, Kan., $1; Francis- 
Fathers, Memphis, $2; Rev. A. J. Rubly, Festina, 
! $25; Rev. A. Mayer, St. Louis, $10; Rev. A. Hove- 
At, Dodgeville, Wis., $2; Rev. Dr. A. J. Muench, St. 
acis, $1; Rev. Theo. Hammeke, Reading, $5; Rev. 
ummel, Menasha, Wis., $5; Rev. B. Weber, Salem, 


B. Salick, Milwaukee, $50; St. Joseph’s Abbey St. 
aedict, La., $1.25; V. Rev. F. J. Brune, Alton, Ia., 
Rev. J. M. Kasel, West Allis, Wis., $5; Rt. Rev. 

Cleveland, $10; Rev. M. Wernerus, Potosi, 
- Rev. L. Kaluza, Eau Claire, $2; Rev. M. M. 
- Rev. J. Wuest, C.S_ Sp., De- 
Rew J- 
i, Fennimore, Wis., $2; Rev. J. H. Geers, Cincinnati, 
Rev. I. Paul, Scotland, Tex., $1; Rev. And. Bauer, 


E 


ev. Jesuit Fathers DeSmedt and Francis, Cin- 
$5; Rev. J. P. Altendorf, Little Falls, Minn., $4; 


* OK . 


bereits mitgetheilt, hat sich die C. St. 

die Vereine gewandt mit der Bitte um 
en zur Bestreitung der Druckkosten des 
buchs in der Sioux-Sprache. Desto erfreu- 
sind die freiwilligen Spenden von dieser 


vom St. Vince 


18) Suitbert Brueck- 


, $100; Rt. Rev. J. S. Mies, Detroit, $2; Rt. Rev. _ 


. Schnetzer, Houston, $1.50. ie 
* 


nz Manner-Verein zu © 


~sammen 1725 Mitgliedern, und 300 Einzelmitghi 


pfehlung hin zusammen gebracht.” 

Andere zu dem gleichen Unternehmen beitra- 
gende Vereine sind: 

St. Joseph’s Verein, Muenster, Tex., $5; St. Henry 
Society, Evansville, Ind. $5; St. Clement Benevolent 
Society, St. Paul, $10; Albertus Verein, St. Francis, 
Wis., $5; St. Joseph’s Verein, Bristol, Conn., $2.50; St. 
Joseph’s Unt. Verein, St. Joseph, Mo., $5; Leo-Haus, 
New York, $1; St. Ignatius Unt. Verein, Marthasville, 
Mo., $10; St. Meinrad Men’s Society, St. Meinrad, Ind., 
$10; St. Joseph’s Unt. Verein, St. Meinrad, Ind., $5; 
St. Anthony Society, Los Angeles, $5; St. Franz v. 
Sales Unt. Ver., St. Paul, $10; St. Anthony Married 
Men’s Sodality, Beckemeyer, Ill. $2.50; St. Anna 
Frauen-Verein, Beckemeyer, IIl., $2.50. 

* Ok 


Uberhaupt hat dieses Unternehmen allgemein 
Anklang gefunden. Vielen unserer Mitglieder 
war der Gedanke, den Sioux-Indianern ein Gebet- 
buch in ihrer Muttersprache zu ermoglichen, be- 
sonders sympathisch. So schreibt uns Hr. Peter 
Bantle aus Long Lake, Minn.: 

“Es freut mich sehr, dass die C. St. dafiir sorgt, dass 
ee armen Indianer in ihrer Muttersprache werden beten 

onnen. 


Aus dem Jahresbericht eines unserer 
Stadtverbande. 


Einen vortrefflichen Bericht der Thatigkeit des 
New Yorker Stadtzweiges des C. V. im verflossenen 
Vereins-Jahre unterbreitet Hr. L. Heuser, Korre- 
spondierender Sekretar jenes Verbandes. Der funt 
eng beschriebene Seiten (Maschinenschrift) lange 
Bericht beschrankt sich keineswegs darauf, die vom 
Verband abgehaltenen Versammlungen aufzuzahlen, 
sondern er bietet vor allem eine Ubersicht uber 
die Zusamnensetzung des Verbandes, seine Starke 
und seine Schwiachen, seine Leistungen, sowie uber 
den Stand der angeschlossenen Vereine, deren jeder 
angefiihrt wird, unter Hinzufiigung von Zahlen und 
erklarenden Bemerkungen. Ein solcher Bericht ist, 
vor allem wegen der darin enthaltenen Fingerzeige, 
fiir die Beamten von hohem Werth. Sie vermogen 
daraus zu erkennen, wo Organisationsbestrebungen 
von neuem einsetzen miissen, in welchen Fallen Mit- 
arbeit mit anderen Vereinen im Verbande gepflegt 
werden muss, namentlich in welchen Vereinen Ein- 
_zelmitglieder geworben werden miissen u. dgl. m. 
Anlass zu dem Bericht bietet der mit der Marz- 
Versammlung erfolgte Abschluss des Vereinsjahres. 

Der Verband halt monatlich Versammlungen, mit — 
denen meistens Vortrage verbunden sind, im Kol- 
ping Hause ab. Wahrend er im Laufe des Jahres 
zwei Vereine, die sich auflésten, verloren hat, steht 
er nun trotzdem etwas starker als vor Jahresfrist 


da, weil namentlich der kath. Gesellenverein seine | 
- Mitgliederzahl um ein bedeutendes vermehrt und so 
den Verlust mehr als ausgeglichen hat. Dem V: 


band angegliedert sind zurzeit 19 Vereine mit 


| 
| 
2 


we 


Ten 


A Tits 
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Geistl. Berathers, des hochwst. Msgr. Gallus Bruder ; 
Veranstaltung eines vom hochw. Professor Dr. Engelbert 
Krebs aus Freiburg gehaltenen Vortrags; Empfang 1. Se. 
Eminenz Kardinal Piff, Wien, Msgr. Seipel, der H. H. 
Gesellenvereinsfiihrer Huerth und Nattermann; Volksfest 
des Verbandes u.d. Frauenbundes; Feier d. Patronstestes ; 
Vortrag d. Prasidenten Dr. F. Schirp tiber d. Augsburger 
Generalversammlung d. Katholiken Deutschlands, der er 
beigewohnt hatte; Veranstaltung einer Massenversamm- 
lung, mit Litchtbildervortrag tiber Beuroner Kunst, gehal- 
ten vom hochwst. Hrn. Raphael Walzer, Erzabt von 
Beuron; Betheiligung an d. Eroffnung d. Leo 
Hauses. < 

Hrn. Heusers Bericht erwahnt auch der gemass 
einem Versprechen neuerdings fiir den Stiftungs- 
fonds der C. St. gewahrten Gaben, sowie der That- 
sache, dass die Gutheissung der Erhohung der Kopf- 
steuer durchgesetzt wurde; der Stellungnahme des 
Verbandes zu den sog. “Rent Laws” zur Verhin- 
derung der Verscharfung der Wohnungsnoth in der 
Stadt New York; einer Gabe von $100.00 von dem 
Verband, und weiterer von Mitgliedern gespendeten 
Gaben, die dem Frauenbunde fiir ihr neues Ar- 
beiterinnenheim iiberwiesen wurden; eines Beitrags 
von $25.00 fiir ein jingst erdffnetes Studienhaus 
zur Forderung von Spatberufen zum _Priester- 
stande; der Vertheilung der Flugblatter der C. St. 
in den Versammlungen des Verbandes. Die Wirk- 
samkeit der angeschlossenen Unterstutzungsvereine 
bertthrend, erwahnt Hr. Heuser dass 8 Vereine zu- 
sammen wahrend des Jahres $1250.00 an Sterbe- 
geldern und $1921.91 an Krankenunterstutzung aus- 
gegeben haben; beachtenswerth ist ausserdem, dass 
diese acht Vereine zusammen in demselben Zeit- 
raum $786.00 aus freien Stiicken ftir andere gute 
Zwecke beisteuerten. Des weiteren, dass zwei der 
angeschlossenen Vereine Jungmannerabtheilungen 
eingerichtet haben, um der Jungmannschaft die Ein- 
gliederung in die Bewegung zu erleichtern. 

Alles in allem erbringt der Bericht einen neuen 
Beleg dafiir, dass unsere Distrikts- bezw. Stadtver- 
bande das Jahr hindurch eine belehrende, anregende, 
die einzelnen Glieder kraftigende Thatigkeit aus- 
uben. Sind doch die Monatsversammlungen, die 
wir so gut wie unerwahnt liessen, wie auch die Son- 
derversammlungen Gelegenheiten zur Belehrung der 
Delegaten und zur Forderung so manches guten 
Werkes, das C. V. und Staatsverband anregen und 
empfehlen. Stadt- und Distriktsverbande sind in 
unserer Bewegung so wichtige Glieder, dass ihre 
Forderung iberall eine Hauptsorge sowohl der 
Staatsverbandsbeamten wie auch der Mitglieder der 
einzelnen Vereine selbst sein sollte. Unsere aktiven 
Lokalverbande sind mit unsere beste Gewahr fiir 
den Fortbestand des C. V. wie fiir die Entwicklung 
der Kath, Aktion. 


neuen, 


Wir wissen alle, was bisher schon in den 
Vereinen gearbeitet worden ist. Der praktische, 
das christliche Leben erneuernde Erfolg ist sel- 
ten befriedigend: Es muss auch da mehr und 
besser gebetet werden, und zwar von Jung und 
Alt, Priestern und Laien, die als christliche Po- 
litiker gelten wollen. Ohne besondern Segen 
von oben vermégen wir den dekadenten Zeit- 
laufen nicht wirksam entgegen zu arbeiten. 
Pfarrer S. E., in “Schweizer Kirchen-Ztg?? 


Apostolat der Kleinarbeit. 

ledes an die C. St. gelangte Buch findet gute ¥ 
wendung. Duplikate und nicht fur unsere e1gt 
Biicherei geeignete Werke werden sobald als mx 
lich an andere Bibliotheken abgegeben. 

So wanderte in jiingster Zeit ein Bucherpa 
nach Seoul in Korea, wo deutsche Benediktiner e 
Abtei gegriindet und ein Seminar eingerichtet ] 
ben. Den Empfang dieser Sendung bestatigt < 
HH. Bischof Bonifatius Sauer, O. S. B., an 
April d. J. wie folgt: 4 

“Herzlichen Dank fur die unter dem 14. Februar ul 
sandten Biicher. Wir konnen solche immer gut gebrauch 
da die Abtei-Bibliothelk noch recht bescheiden ist, 1 
auch schliesslich auf jeder Missionsstation etliche Buc 
sein sollten.” ; j am 

Daher mochten wir wiederum an die hochwutr 
gen geistlichen Herren die Bitte richten, uns alle Vv 
ihnen nicht mehr gewiinschten Bitcher, auch thi 
logischen Inhalts, zu schicken; lateinisch, deuts 
und english. Bedingung ist nur, dass die Einbar 
noch fest und der Inhalt nicht zu veraltet ist. Th: 
logische Werke, und vor allem Betrachtun 
biicher in englischer Sprache, sind zur Zeit bese 
ders willkommen als Gaben fiir die alten e 
heimischen Karmelitenkléster in Hinter-Indi 
Deren Monche sehen sich nun genothigt, sich me 
aufs Englische zu werfen, und da diese Klds 
recht arm sind, ist die C. St. bemitht, ihnen 1 
Biichern zu Hilfe zu kommen. Das St. Anne C 
melite Monastery in Kuryanad, Provinz Tray 
core, Stid-Indien, ersuchte uns jtingst um folger 
Werke: | 

Life of St. Teresa; Works of St. Teresa (Lett 
Foundations, Interior Castle, etc.); Life of St. John 
the Cross; The Works of St. John of the Cross (Ase 
of Mt. Carmel, etc.); The Works of St. Francis 
Sales; The Kingdom of Christ Within Us, By Biles 
Tohn Endes; The Reign of Jesus, By Blessed John Enc 
Life After Death, By Bishop Vaughn; Thoughts far 
Times, By Bishop Vaughn; Venial Sin, By Bis 
Vaughn; Catechism in Examples, By D. Chisolmi; * 
Life of Elizabeth of the Trinity (Carmelite); Life 
St. Thomas Aquinas; Life of Joan of Arc; Life of M 
Marie de Jesus (Carmelite of the Sacred Heart) ; I 
of Ven. Ef, Claude de la Colombiere; Life of Fr. Ginl 
S. J.; Life of Blessed Mary of the Angels; Tyburn 
the English Martyrs; Manual>of Ascetical Theology, 
Rey. A. Devine, C. P.: Manual of Mystical Theole 
By. Rev.. A.- Devine, C. P. 


Die Noth nicht zu Ende. 


Der in unserem Lande-weitverbreiteten, und 
es scheint von der Hochfinanz geflissentlich 
forderten Ansicht, in Mitteleuropa sei die Noth 
Ende, wiedersprechen folgende Mittheilungen. ~ 
term 29, Marz schreibt der hochwst. Kardinal B 
tram aus Breslau an die C. St.: 

“Manchen bediirftigen Priester kann ich dadurch 
von der.C. St. Sr. Eminenz iibersandten Messstipendi 
eine Osterfreude bereiten. Gott lohne es Ihnen, d: 
in der Liebesthatigkeit fiir die Priester meiner D 
nicht ermiiden und mir so treu helfen, den best 
Nothen zu begegnen,” 4 

Im gleichem Sinne berichtet der hochwst. 1 
gustin Pacha, Bischof der Banater Deutschen, ; 
‘Temesvar in Rumanien:  * a 

“Ich danke innigst dem Wohlverehrten Central B 
und empfehle unsere Priester—die um das tagliche 
zu kampfen haben—dem weitereg Wohlwollen.” ve 
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<. Joseph Ruesing, Apostolischer Protonotar 
sere Mitgleder wird die Mittheilung er- 
rn, dass der HI. Stuhl den hochwst. Msgr. 
ph Ruesing, in West Point, Nebr., zum 
stolischen Protonotar ad instar participan- 
ernannt hat. Msgr. Ruesing wird zudem 
124. Mai das goldene Priesterjubilaum be- 
rn konnen. 
tboren am 28. Dezember 1852 zu Paderborn, 
Msgr. Ruesing, nachdem er am 24. Mai 
_zu Osnabruck die Priesterweihe empfangen, 
2. September in’s Land. Hier wirkte er zu- 
in der Diozese Newark und sodann mit gros- 
|Eifer in der Diozese Omaha. In West Point, 
rr Pfarrer der Maria Himmelfahrt Gemeinde 
errichtete er das St. Joseph’s Home for the 
1, dem er heute noch als Leiter vorsteht. Wie 
» Griindung seinen sozial-caritativen Sinn be- 
itet, so ist ein weiterer Beleg dafiir die That- 
e, dass er wiederholt den Gouverneur Ne- 
‘kas auf Konferenzen ftir Gefangniswesen 
cat. 
bam C. V. steht Msgr. Ruesing seit vielen 
cen nahe; u. a. ist er der erste von mehreren 
stern, die eine Lebensversicherung auf die 
bt. tibertrugen bezw. zu ihren Gunsten aus- 
en liessen. Er ging mit diesem Beispiel be- 
i. J. 1912 voran. 


,Aus den Kreisen des C. V. 

r. F. J. Uhrich, Ottoville, als Prasident, und 
Jos. M. Kaelin, als Sekretar der Cath. Union 
hio, laden Geistliche und Laien zur 29. General- 
ammlung dieses Staatsverbandes ein. Sie wird 
26.-28. Juni in der St. Bernardus Gemeinde in 
bon tagen. Der hochwst. Msgr. F. A. Schreiber, 
rrer der genannten Gemeinde, heisst es in dem 
iie Priester und Vereine gerichteten Rund- 
2iben, habe eine “ebenso freundliche wie drin- 
e Einladung”’ an den Staatsverband gerichtet, 
rend die Mitglieder des Bernardus Manner- 
eins wie auch der Knights of St. John den 
gaten ein herzliches Willkommen bereiten 
ten. Der Aufruf erklart u.a.: 

tie hochw. Geistlichkeit bitten wir, an der Akroner 
eention theilzunehmen and uns mit Rath und That 
bstehen. Die Priester mtissen unsere Fithrer sein; nur 
wird unsere Arbeit Erfolg haben. Einigkeit unter 
Katholiken ist zur Zeit nothwendiger als je zuvor. 
Wir miissen organisiert und kampfbereit sein . . . und 
@rreichung dieses Zieles sind gewiss und vor allem die 
richen Generalversammlungen des Central-Vereins und 
E Staatsverbande, auf denen wir von zielbewussten 
ptern und tiichtigen Laien belehrt werden, vortrefflich 

let.” 

r Staatszweig des Frauenbundes wird, wie es im Auf- 
lheisst, gleichzeitig mit dem Staatsverband in Akron 


% DIN aie 
r, John Ejibeck, Prasident des C. V. von Penn- 


ania, bedient sich in geschickter Weise der 
sse zur Forderung der von jenem Verbande ein- 
reten Kampagne zur Durchfithrung der Samm- 
fiir unseren Stiftungsfonds. Er schliesst 
ia in der “Nord-Amerika” verOffentlichten Auf- 

zu Gunsten dieses Unternehmens folgender- 


~~ eal 


Le 2 > LCT 


massen : 

“Pennsylvania besitzt den grdéssten Zweig des C. V., und 
es ware beschamend, wenn wir einen Fehlschlag zu ver- 
zeichnen haben wtirden. Wir ttberlassen es dem gerechten 
Urtheile der Mitglieder, ob wir dies zulassen, ob unsere 
Central-Stelle nicht wiirdig ist, dass wir sie unterstutzen, 
indem wir unsere Sammlung erfolgreich durchfthren... . 
Weigern sich die Vereinsbeamten und die Mitglieder, mit- 
zuhelfen und ein kleines Opfer auf dem Altare der ka- 
tholischen Laienarbeit darzubringen, dann mussen wir 
zugeben, dass wir sozial unreif und fur die Bestrebungen 
der katholischen Nesrinsatbeit eine todte Masse sind.” 

Der jiingste Monatsbrief des Prasidenten des 
C. V. von Pennsylvanien behandelt die Samm- 
lung fiir den Stiftungsfonds der C. St.: Uber- 
wachung der Gesetzgebung; die kommende 
Jahresversammlung. Die erwahnte Sammlung, 
heisst es darin, sei von neuem in Angriff genom- 
men worden, und es liege nun an den Beamten 
und Mitgliedern der Vereine, ihr zum Erfolge zu 
verhelfen. Hr. Eibeck spricht sodann den Ober- 
beamten der Knights of St. George seinen Dank 
aus, dass sie fiir den Staatsverband das Aus- 
senden von 12,000 Aufrufen zu Gunsten der 
Sammlung, die an Mitglieder beider Verei- 
nigungen zu richten waren, besorgten. 

Wie das Rundschreiben meldet, wird die General ver- 
sammlung des Staatsverbandes am 20, August in Phila- 
delphia ihre Sitzungen beginnen; man werde versuchen, 
alle Verhandlungen in zwei Tagen zu erledigen, um den 
Delegaten Gelegenheit zu gewahren, sich an der Tagung 
des C. V. zu betheiligen. 

* % 

Ein gewissenhafter, um seinen Verein verdienter 
Beamter, verdient auch anerkannt zu werden. 
Jedoch, nur zu oft erfahrt man etwas von den guten 
Eigenschaften unsrer Unterfthrer erst wenn der 
Tod ihrem Wirken ein Ende bereitet hat. Umso 
erfreulicher ist die Meldung, der St. Peter Claver 
Unterstiitzungs-Verein in Sheboygan, Wis., habe 
Herrn Peter Mannebach, der 27 Jahre lang dem 
Verein als Prasident vorstand, eine goldene Me- 
daille iiberreicht in Anerkennung seiner Verdienste. 
Er wurde ausserdem zum Ehrenprasidenten auf 
Lebzeiten erwahlt. In der unlangst abgehaltenen 
Jahresversammlung wiirdigte Rev. F. C. Pichery, 
Geistlicher Berather, Hrn. Mannebachs Leistungen 
in einer Ansprache. Vor zwei Jahren veranstaltete 
der Verein iibrigens ein Festessen zur Feier der 
25-jahrigen Thatigkeit Hrn. Mannebachs als Pra- 
sident. Als sein Nachfolger in diesem Amte wurde 
nun Hr. Caspar Brotz erwahlt. 

Der Geehrte ist ausserdem seit 15 Jahren Prasident des 
betr. Distriktsverbandes des C. V. von Wisconsin. Beide, 


Verband und Verein, blihen. 
ee et ems 


Ein weiterer Vereinsbeamter, dessen Ver- 
dienste die Mitglieder anzuerkennen sich be- 


strebten, ist Hr. Kilian Klauer, Prasident des St... 


Joseph Kranken-Unterstiitzungsvereins, York- 
ville, N. Y. Im Verlaufe der April-Versammlung 
iiberreichte man diesem bewahrten Beamten eine 


prachtige Uhr mit der Widmung: “Dem Prasi= 5 


denten.” 


Hr. Klauer hat diesem Verein bereits zehn Jahre als. 


erster Beamter vorgestanden, von 1908 bis 1911 und von 
1920 bis heute. Er ist zudem Vize-Prasident des Staats- 
verbandes New York. 


~~ 
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Die Getreuen. 

Als uns Hr. Maurus Zeller jiingst als Sekretar 
des St. Alphonsus Liebes-Bundes von Chicago 1m 
Namen dieses Vereins eine Gabe von $10.00 zur Be- 
streitung der Druckkosten des Gebetbuches in der 
Sioux-Sprache schickte, fiigte er folgendes hinzu: 

‘Das Central-Blatt and Social Justice ist vortrefflich ; 
je mehr man es liest desto besser gefallt es einem,’ 

* eee 

Aus Little Falls, Minn., liefen unlangst in 
Begleitung folgender Bemerkung $10 ein: 

“Bitte senden Sie mir zwei Dutzend Exemplare der 
Schrift ‘The Death of the Cross’ ($2). Das Ubrige 
kénnen Sie nach Belieben verwenden ftir die C. St., wo 
es am meisten noth thut.” 

So Rev. J. P. Altendorf. Vier Dollars wurden 
dem Sioux-Gebetbuch-Fonds iiberwiesen und 
vier Dollars der C. St. 

ee eee 

Zu den bescheidenen Ereignissen, von denen 
man nichts in den grossen ‘Tagesblattern lesen 
wird, gehort auch das Werk christlicher Nach- 
stenliebe, das Hr. Geo. A. Meyer, ein Insasse des 
St. Francis Home in Dubuque, Ia., ausfthren 
half. 

Er schickte uns $6.05 als Beitrag fiir den Fonds zur 
Bestreitung des Drucks des Gebetbuchs in der Sprache 
der Sioux, nebst einer Liste yon elf Namen. Es waren 
die der einen grdsseren oder kleineren Beitrag zu der 
Gabe leistenden Manner im Betrag von 10 Cents bis zu 
einem Dollar. 

ct Be 

Ein wohlthuendes Wort der Anerkennung der 
Bestrebungen des C, V. und seiner C. St. sprach 
unlangst der hochw. Fr. Grobel in West Point, 
Neb., in einer an uns gerichteten Zuschrift aus 
bei Bezahlung seines Abonnements: 

“Schon lange hege ich den Wunsch, Abonnent auf 
Lebenszeit zu werden; die Noth in Deutschland und 
Osterreich halt mich jedoch einstweilen yon der Aus- 
fuhrung dessen ab. Doch mochte ich bei dieser Gelegen- 
heit aussprechen, was mir oft in den Sinn kommt: was 
Thr gegenwartig aufbaut, wird einmal in bodser Krise das 
Bollwerk der Stunde sein. Das deutsche Centrum hat 
thatsachlich bei seiner Geburt den richtigen Taufnamen 
erhalten (wenn’s atich als Schmahwort galt). Es war in 
Wirklichkeit Centrum—Kern und Mark! Deutscher Geist 
hat auch hierzulande eine umfassende, aufbauende Rolle 


gespielt, und hat noch andere grosse Aufgaben zu lésen. 
Also, ein aufrichtiges ad lucem!” 


| Miszellen 

___Wir haben gelegentlich erwahnt, dass die C. St. 
die amerikanische Sammelstelle fiir Gaben fiir die 
rman Society of the Holy Land ist. 

Ausfthrung des ihr tiberwiesenen Auftrags hat die 
bis Mai 1926 fiir jene Gesellschaft $2,863.96 gesam- 
und seither (bis einschl. 22. April, 1927) $831.00, im 
nzen also $3,694.96, “ae 


Holweck 


‘nen die mildthitige Hand des ver- | 


hl. Messe gelesen, denn er war unser Wohlthater 9 
wir kénnen ihm nicht genug danken. Zudem bekommt 
jeden Tag von uns ein besonderes Memento. 


Einer unserer Indiana’er Pioniere, Hr. Lo 
Frischmeyer, von Lafayette, ist am 1. April v 
Tode abberufen worden. Er stand im 83. Lebe 
jahre. Ein langjahriges Mitglied der St. Bonifat 
Gemeinde und des Bonifatius Vereins jener Sta 
brachte er auch dem Staatsverband Interesse 
gegen, und vertrat seinen Verein in fritheren Jaha 
auf einer Reihe yon Generalversammlungen. 

Hr. Frischmeyer war Veteran des Burgerkrieges ; 
diente drei Jahre lang in Co. C., 60. Regiment der_ 
diana Freiwilligen (Infanterie). Dem Logan-Tay 
Posten No. 3 der G. A. R. gehdrte der Verstorbene | 
einer seiner Grtinder an—In Deutschland geboren, 
er im Alter von 17 Jahren nach Lafayette; eine Zeitl: 
bei der Purdue Foundry angestellt (Purdue war | 
Grinder der Purdue University), grundete er spater s 
eigenes Geschaft, eine Grocery. Er hinterlasst eine Tock 
und zwei Sohne. fj 


Der hochw. Ignatius A. Klein, Pfarrer der ( 
meinde zum Hl. Namen Jesu in Racine, Wis., 
vom Hl. Vater zum Papstlichen Hauspralaten | 
nannt worden. Der Hochwst. S. G. Messmer, E 
bischof von Milwaukee, nahm am 10. April die 
vestitur Msgr. Kleins vor. Diese Auszeichni 
wurde durch den HH. Leo von Mergel, Bisel 
von Eichstatt in Bayern, vermittelt, in Anerk 
nung der Verdienste Msgr. Kleins um die Rest 
rierung der Kirche seiner Heimathgemeinde in j 
Didzese und um die Forderung des Prozesses 
Sel. Stilla, eines Kindes jener Gemeinde. . 

Msgr. Klein ist am 1. September 1863 zu Abenb 
in der Didzese Eichstatt geboren und kam am 16. 
tember 1881 ins Land. Er wurde am 11. Juli 188 
St. Francis zum Priester geweiht. Der C. V. von 


consin halt heuer seine Generalversammlung in de 
Msgr. Klein pastorierten Gemeinde ab, . 


Mit dem Hinscheiden des hochw. Dr. A. B. L 
Pfarrer in Maxville, Mo., verlieren der Missour 
Staatsverband und die C. St. einen beiden wo 
gesinnten Foérderer. Dem Staatsverband: stan 
nicht nur sympathisch gegeniiber sonder: 
stand es auch, ihm die Mitarbeit seiner 
mitglieder zu sichern. Seit fiinf Jahren | 
einer verhaltnismassig kleinen Landpfarre, 
daran, alle Gemeindemitglieder der 
einzuverleiben. Dieses ee g 
und alljahrlich nahm er eine Kollekte 
Kopfsteuer dem S 


